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INTRODUCTION 
NOTE TO THE TEXT 

This is the first expansion of the Terane Language 
Manual which has been used by Peace Corps Sierra Leone 
for a number of years. It is also the first time the 
official Temne alphabet is used. 

This piece of work has been done by people who have 
had a lot of experience with Peace Corps Education Training 
Programs in particiaar and, hare the coxirage to compile such 
a comprehensive Language manual for Peace Corps, Sierra Leone. 

A lot of vocabulary, grar.imar, proverbs, useful expres- 
sions, situational dialogues and some popular Temne songs 
have been incorporated into the manual. 

In attempting to review the original Peace Corps Temne 
Manuals a lot of resoiarce materials have been drawn from . 
scripts produced mainly in the Graimar of the Language. The 
authors of such reference materials are highly commended for 
their enviable work, although their works are not originally 
produced for audio-lingual .teaching and the necessary modifi- 
cations have had to be made to fit the » borrowed* material 
into this a i Ei nu al. 

This manual is rich enough to suit any Peace Corps 
Training Programme - mucji depends on the Instructor's creati- 
vity to utilize the materials provided. 

The APCD Training, Mr. A.V.V. Musa, needs to be highly 
commended for his initiative in promoting the success of this 
language workshop. 
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In as much as the participants (writers) do not claim 
to "be professionals in this area* we wotild welcome any 
relerant obserrations » comments and recommendations from 
readers and instructors. 



WORKSHOP PARTICIPAMS 

1. Mr. A.V.V. Musa - A.P.C.D.P a?rftining (Freetown) 

2. " Jacomo S. Bangura - (M.T.C., Makeni) 

3. " Solomon Tholley - (N.U.C.f Njala) 

4. " Thomas Mark Turay - »» ' " 

5. " Albert Kamara - Makeni 



o 
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THE TEMNES 

The Temnes form the major tribal group in the Northern 
Province of Sierra Leone, and majority of them are muslims» 
They can he found in all the firs Districts of the Northern 
Province, although mainly in the Tonkolili, Bombali and Port 
IiOko Districts. Because of this varied habitation, there are 
varied dialects of the Temne Language itself - for example, 
YONI, SANDA, BOMBALI, KONIKAY, KHOLIPA etc. 

The Temnes are mainly rice growers although they also 
cultivate crops like groimdnut, sorghum, millet, guinea com 
and pigeon peas on a relatively large scale. Their inter- 
actions with other ethnic groups, like the Pullahs have 
introduced cattle - herding and sedentary farming among some 
of the Temnes. 

The tribe is typically rural although many of its people 
are fast developing a tendency to migrate to the tirtan areas, 
leaving the agricultinral lands fallow and unproductive. 

Prom history, the Temnes are believed to have migrated 
from the PUTA DJALLON Highlands (REPUBLIC OP GUINEA) into 
Sierra Leone mainly through the forces and dictates of wars 
and trade with other tribes from the Western Sudan. 

They are war-like and have maintained their cultural 
heritage for decades, \mtil they became islamised by the 
Pullahs. 

The dominant secret s'^cieties among the Temnes are the 
PORO for the men and BONDO for the women. 

Western influence has greatly influenced the tribe In 
many ways, including their traditions and customs, thus 
affecting the cultural continuity of the tribe. 

The Language itself has greatly been modified by various 
tribal influences. This has greatly increased and affected 
the Temne vocabulary and grammar. A lot of words in Temne can 
therefore be common with other words used in other ethnic 
groups like the Lirabas, Mandigos, Pullahs and Susus etc, which 
are important tribal groups in Temne land and share common 
boundaries in many cases with typical Temne Speaking regions. 
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Generally spealcing, trade has been the most important 
single factor in this tribal admixture, 

learners of the Language should therefore not be sur- 
prised to hear certain words in other tribal languages which 
may be similar to certain Temne words. No doubt the language 
has grown immensely. But it is only now that the Literature 
of the Language is gaining momentxm. Thanks to the actiri- 
ties of the Missionary Agencies in this country. 
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TEME ORTHOaRAPHy 

• Writing a Temne Orthography for this text has' not been 
easy, since, in keeping v/ith the normal rules of producing a 
good orthography, basic considerations like Accuracy, Economy, 
Consistency and Similarity are important. The text has found 
problems in particularly fulfilling the "Similarity" element 
which caters for similar orthographies to facilitate the 
reading of another's language. 

The Printing Presses have been mainly geared towards 
producing materials for European Languages, which has got a 
disastrous effect on African Languages in general. 

Also, the different dialects oxiA the fast growth of the 
Temne Language due to the various tribal interactions, have 
made it difficult to locate specific vocabulary for certain 
words to suit all regions in Sierra Leone - hence the Temne 
Lingua Franca is difficult to write. 

A writer mainly has to have initiative to use certain 
vocabulary and expressions, anticipating that they will be 
understood by alll Temne speaking people in Sierra Leone. 

Although Temne is a Tone Language with relative pitch 
levels (though not absolute) associated with everj word, for 
the sake of convenience. Tone Marks have not been indicated. 
Also, many sounds occur in Temne, some of which either do not 
appear in the English Language or have a different distinction. 

The instructor should use his/her expertise to treat an 
actual situation by using sounds thet can be easily understood 
by the people taught. 



THE ALPHABET USED 



a - 


as 


in alangba 


- young men 


b - 


tt 


" bep 


- spoon 


d - 


ft 


" dis 


- yesterday 


e - 


ft 


" kel 


- brightly 


e - 


II 


" emuna 


- potatoes 




ft 


" tai 


- to listen 



6/ 



f 


- 


as 


in 


fentha 




to lie do\m 






ti 


II 






pepper 


h 




It 


fi 


hake 


- 


sin 


i 




ft 


It 


fi 




to die 


k 




ti 


II 


kek 


- 


beard 


1 




tt 


\\ 


loli 


- 


ripe 


m 




ti 


It 


mem 


- 


attempt, to try 


n 


— 


M 


ti 


nene 


— 


cockroach 


D 




It 


II 


r)aij 




to bite 


0 


- 


II 


It 


potho 




v/ldte man 






II 


It 


nok.o 


- 


dirt 


P 




II 


ft 


pol 




to clap 


r 




II 


II 


ret 


- 


sun or day 


s 




II 


II 


sas 


- 


three 


t 


- 


II 


II 


tot 




fly 


th 




II 


It 


thith 


- 


to choose, select 


u 




II 


« 


yufu 




owl 


w 




n 


II 


wol 




to play 


y 




ti 


It 


yathi 




truely, surely 



CONSONANTS 

They r^^oduoe relatively very little difficulty - b, d, 
ff lif Ic, 1, ra, n, ij, p, r, s, t, w, y. »Th» and •Gb» are 
dis'j^raphs. Tho •Gb» i.<i the raot^t difficult consonant. It is 
a a.!n:';l(> sound whicl) io often considered to be a "g" and a 
"b" pronoujiced simiatancously. Most new trainees and even 
•old* PCVs who have been in the country for a while, frequently 
utter "b" rathe-r than "gb". Mostly, the beet pronimcia- 

tion comes out like a "b". 

iJ.g: Gbemgbe - bembe - pepper 

kagbom - ■ kabom - village 

gbut ~ "but - short 

anO. CO on. 
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Anolrher soimd is "13" • 2t is often pronounced like 
in slink y sing; or stin^. 

A phrase like »Munor|a» if not more 'awful* than that. 

In some casesf the distinction between »d' €ind 'r* are 
neutralized. V/here this happens^ it is recommended that "r'» 
be used. 

Example: ro, do, rim, dim, deke, rekc, re, de. 

Where "w" and "y" alternate, it is recommended that "w" 
be used. 

VOWELS 



There has been a degree of inconsistency in this area. 
However, ci^^ht vowels hove heen identified Tor the pvirpose 
of this manual. 

They are: a, e, e, i, o, o, u, a 



GLIDES OR DIPHTHONGS 



Theoe include: 



ai 


as 


in 


"akai" 




young bush 


ei 


fl 


tf 


ukei 


Mi 


thief 


oi 


II 


tt 


boi 




fertile 


ui 


tl 


II 


kui 




crocodile 


oi 


tl 


II 


boi 




immerse 
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Teaching is an art, a rather difficiilt etrto As Hhere^ 
are many ways to go to heavenS so also there are many ways 
to •reach your students There aie indeed raried teaching 
techniques and methods* 

Here are some basic principles and methods help you 
teach effectirelys 

1. Know your subject matter to your finger tips. That is, 
be rery familiar with the grammar, dialogues, useful 
exprassionsf. vocabulary and proverbs etc., in each lesson 

2. Be cheerfulf patient and punctizal. 

3. Teach enough practical and conversational skills to 
enable the learner to hare a foundation on which to build 

4. Teach your lessons with eagerness f confidence and a sense 
of humour* 

5. Be an enthusiastic and alive teacher. A teacher with 
little or no zest for life is bound to hare problems 
with his/her class • 

6. Instil in the students the desire to go on learning the 
Temne La^iguage by reminding them of their daily progress • 
Let them know tha-t Home was not built ii^ a day and that 
they must not expect to learn Temne all at once* 

7. Never make a mockery of the student *s slowness and in- 
ability to pronounce or learn certain words or phrases 
properly • Appreciate whatever little effort your student 
makes in learning the Languetge^ 

8. Maintain a positive classroom atmosphere throughout. 
Your classroom should be a place where the students 
have a good time learning Temne • 

9. Positive reinforcement is an essential ingredient in the 
art of teaching* Praise your students occasionally - 
even adults like to be encouraged, therefore, let them 
be made aware of their advancement in the language* 
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10. If you can, occasionally talce yoxir class out where they 
can use the lan£ua£-;e* Also let them see you use it. 

11. Act out (dramatize) greetines and conversations. Make 
them as real as possible. This helps to motivate your 
students greatly e 

12. Bring actual objects into the classroom. Use photos 
and sketches where this isn't practical^ A picture is 
worth a thousand words, but the real object is even 
better. A lot of pictorial cues have been included in 
this manual. - Use them to help your students review voca- 
bulary and constn\ct simple sentences of their own, thus 
enabling them to f-onction much more effectively in the 
language . 

13. Develop a lot of situational dialofjues that your studeAts 
will often encoimter. Teach your students the essentials ) 
of the Temne Language so that they can develop practical 
and conversational skills* 

14. Pemember thi-^.t "too much of cne thing is good for nothing" • 
Therefore, vary your classroom techniques often enough to 
keep the students alert and interested. 

15. Be creative and use your initiative to explore the rele- 
vant portions of the manual to help meet the immediate 
needs of your students. You don*t have to follow the plan 
of this manual to the letter* It only attempts to offer 
the basis on which to build# 

16. Encoixrage a lot of role play in your lessons - this 
reduces boredom and facilitates learning* 
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Good dialogues give learners different ways of how 
■ people talk to each other in actual life situations. A 
dialogue teaches what people might say. They give all 
students in class a chance to converse. The shy students 
can gain confidence in themselves through dialogues. 

. A series of dialogues on a given topic prepare students 
.to develop their own conversations. 

I. PRESENTATION 

(a) Teacher reads and explains the difficult and new 
vocabulary. 

(b) Teacher reads and explains the narration. 

(c) Teacher reads the dialogue at normal speed. 

(d) Teacher reads the dialogue for the second time and uses 
appropriate visxial aids and gestures to explain it. 

(e) Repetition of dialogue sentence by sentence. 

II. EXPLANATION 

(a) Dramatization (role play). 

(b) Student participation 

(c) Pointing to the object 

(d) Gestures/mimes 

(e) Visual aids 

(f) English or Krio (which ever is appropriate). 

III. DICTATION 
ly. Second Dramatization 

V# Exercises (Grammar, Drills, Comprehensions, Translations 
etc# )• 

'4. 
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B. SUBSTITUTION DRILL 

(a) Make a pattern sentence - e.g. "I ba aruba" - 

I am blessed. 

(b) Drill the pattern sentence through, repetition. 

(c) Set a pattern exercise by saying: 

(i) Your part while pointing at yourself, 
(ii) Student's part while pointing at himself/lierself . 

(d) Then start the exercise thus: 

Teacher's Cue Trainee's Response 

I ba aruba I ba aruba 

b £ ba aruba 

C. TRANSFORMATION DRILL 

(a) Make a model sentence e.g. " I ko ro Kambia" - 

I'm going to Kambia. 

(b) Set a pattern exercice by saying: 

(i) Your part while pointing at yourself, 
(ii) Trainee's part while pointing to him/her. 

(c) Then start the exercise thus: 

Teacher Trainee 

1. I ko ro Kambie I ko-ye ro Kambia 
(I'm going to Eambia) (I'm not going to Kambia) 

2. So di emuna So di-ye emuna 

(We eat potatoes) (We don't eat potatoes) 
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BASIC GREETINGS 




ERIC 



^6 



EESSOW ONE 

BASIC GREETINGS 
TEACHING GUIDES 

INTRODUCTION 

I. Before teaching tMs lesson the instructor should Tae 
conversant with the rocahiilary and grammar in dialogue 
toe. 

1I« The instructor should know the names of his/her trainees 

before the lesson starts* 
III. Get trainees involved in role-play. 

IV. Drill the vocabulary, read the ncrrative slowly before 
finally jximping to the dialogue using mimes, gestures 
etc. 

VOCABULARY 



(1) 


af em 


people 


(10) 


kel/kelso 


- also/again 


(2) 


T)areT) 


• two 


(11) 


yifthane 


- ask themselves 


(3) 


angbane 


they meet 


(12) 


yif 


» ask 


(4) 


gbane 


meet 


(13) 


ames 


» names 


(5) 


ro 


on 


(14) 


T)eB 


- name 


(6) 


roT) 


road 


(15) 


mar) 


- their 


(7) 


kan 


then/and 


(16) 


yenka 


- before 


(8) 


koriane 


gt?eeting/ 


(17) 




- they depart 






themselves 








(9) 


kori 


greet 


(18) 


sakanc 


- depart 



NARRATION 

Afem T)aroT) angbane ro rot) kan koriane; kan k&lso 
yifthane ames mat) yenka ansakane» 

t7 
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ENGLISH 



A: 


Wan seke 


B: 


lyo, seke 


A: 


Tope ander-a? 


B: 


A yenki/Ander a yenki» 
3nunoT)«-a? 


A: 


Mine so miT] yenki 


B: 


T)es a mu-e? 


A: 


MinE yi. = ».; isiunoT)-a? 


B: 




A: 


owa— 0 


B: 


Iyo» 88nar]kanc so* 



Hi friend 
EL 

How are you? 

I am fine» tmd you 

I am fine too 

What is your name? 

My name is...*; what about you? 

I am called 

Good-hye 

0»Z» we shall see again* 



OTHER FORMS OP GREETING 



T)dirai-i 


(singular) 


Good morning 


nadirai-i 


(pliaral) 


ft «9 


T)piari-i 


(siiigular) 


Good afternoon 


napiari-i 


(plural) 


It 11 


panemu«-o 


(singular) 


Hi (greeting to show that both parties 
have met vdthin the same day; 




panenu-o 


(plural) 


Hi (•'you** plin:*al) 


scnc-o 


(sJjigular) 


welcome greeting 


senenu-o 


(plural) 


«t ft 



NOTE: In Temne, after the greeting "Tjdirai-i" meaning "Good 
morning", starting from sunrise to about mid-day» all other 
greetings are "ijpiari-i" meaning "Good afternoon". The only 
exceptions are mainly panemu-o, sene-o, seke-o as indicated 
above". 
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SUBSTITUTION DRIIJ. 
SINGLE SLOT SUBSTITUTION 

Teacher's Cue Trainee's Response 

Wan T)piari-i Wan gpiari-i 

Eotho 

Thara 

Wathe 

Yathki 

Abu 

0 ya 

Pa/othem 



Teacher's Que Trainee's Response 

lyo selcE lyo seke 

r)dirai-i 

T)piari-i 

Fanemu-o 

Sene-o 



DOUBLE SLOT SUBSTITUTION 



Teacher's Cue 

Wan panemu->o 

Seke 

Eotho 

r|dirai-i 

Fatmata 

Sene-o 

Wathe 

T3piari-i 

othem 



Trainee's Response 

Wan panemu-o 
Wan seke 
Kotho seke 

" T]airai-i 
Patmata ** 

" sene-o 
Wathe 

•* T]piari-i 
othem 
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EXPANSION 

Teacher's Chxe Trainee's Response 

Tope-a?/Tope ander-a? I thantho kuru 

I muti kuru memo 

Topemu-a? Tei taye 

Tai tapoT)e 

Alhamdiarilai 

Alathantho 





Question 


ResT5onse 






Positive 


Negative 


1. 


Topemu-o 


ifilin yenki 


I yenki-e 


2. 


Tope anfeth-a? 


A yenki/T)a yenki 


An yenki-E 


3. 


Tope koa? 


Kon yenki 


0 yenki-e 


4. 


Tope mayira-a? 


Me f ino/l thantho 


0 baki a tei tagba- 




kuru 


thi 


5. 


Tope kat)or-a? 


T)a yenki/A yenki 


T)atui/a tui an yenki- 



TRANSFORMT ION DRILL 

Trainee *s Response 

lyop nadirai 
lyo, nopiari 
lyot paneraa-o 
lyo I sens-K) 
lyo 9 mar) dira m-K) 
lyo I tope seke 



Teacher C?ue 

Pa ridirai-i 
Pa T3piari-i 
Pa panerauH) 
Pa sene-o 
Pa mar) dira«o 
Pa tope-e 
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PRONOUNS 



SUBJECTIVE PRONOUNS 



SINGULAR 



1st Person 
2nd " 
3rd " 



I 

M©/ar) 

0 



I 

you 
he/ehe 



PLURAL 

Se 
ne 

a.r}/an - 



we 

they 
they 



E3CAMPLES 



I di 

Ma/9T) di 
0 di 
Sa di 
Ne di 
Ar)/en di 



I eat 
you eat 
he/she eats 
we eat 
you eat 
they eat 



OBJECTIVS PRONOUNS 



SINGULAR 



1st Person 



2nd 
3rd 



If 
n 



PLURAL 



Mi - me (I am) Su 
Mu - you Nu 
Ko - hi m/her T)a 



us 

you 

them 



E3CAMPLES 



Tei ml 

Ti (It) tei rau 
'Tei ko 
Tei su 
Sa/Tei nu 
Tei Tja 



Leare me (alone) 

I'll leav^j you (alone) 

Leave him/her (alone) 

Leave us (alone) 

We* 11 leave you (alone) 

Leave them (alone) 
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DISJIINCTIVE PRONOUNS 



SINGULAR 



PLURAIi 



1st Person 
2nd « 
3rd " 



Munou - 
EonoT) - 



I 

you 



Sat) - we 
NaT) - you 
T)aT) - they 



Question: 
Answers : 



Kane ba anseth-a? 

Miner) - 

BunoT) « 

KonoT) • 

Sat) 

Nat) 



Who owns the house 

l/me 

you 

he/she 

we 

you 

they 



POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS 



SINGULAR 



1st Person T)aini/yami - 



2nd 
3rd 



tt 
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T)ori/yoT) 



siine 

yours 

his/hers 



PLURAL 

Tjasu/yasu 
Tjanu/yanu 

T)aTj/yaD 



ours 

yours 

theirs 



EXAMPLES 



SINGULAR 



(a) Anlemre ijami 
Elemre yami 

(b) Anlemre T)amu 
Elemre yemu 

(c) Anlemre T)or) 
Elemre yot) 



my orange 
roy orgngas 

yoiir orange 
your oranges^ 

his/hiei' orange 
his/her oranges 
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PLURAL 

(a) Anlemre rjasu ^ oxxr ovoxige 
Elemre yaeu - our oranges 

(b) Anlemre rjanu - yoizr orange 
Elemre yanu « your oranges 

(c) Anlemre rjar) - their orange 
Elemre yai] - their oranges 

NOTE : There are however exceptions to the above rule. 
See noun variations in Dialogue II. 



SOME E}CAMPLES ON POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS 

NOTE: When they carry prefixes i the prefixes are connected 
to the pronouns. 

1. MoT): - Kakentor mor^ mefino 

His groundnut is fine. 

AmoT) - Amor i meme 

This is his 

2. Tami: - A tatek tami te bar) 

feet hurt 

Atami: - Atami tete 

These are mine 

3* r}ar}% - An seth qari afino 

Their house is fine 

Arjar): - Arjar) ales (Their^s is bad) 

4^ rjasu: - A seth rjasu a bana 

Our house is big 

Agasus - AT)asu a lol 
Ours is small 

Wuni 0 wuni o bother maber bot) 
rn^^ Everyone likes his own wine. no 

0 bother amo9# He likes his own. 



1 »• ... 

20/ 

DEMONSTEATIYE AND BELATIVB PRONOUNS AND JLDJEOTIVES 

A« These pronoims vary according to the prefix of the 

noun to which they refer t as folloi?s: 



That V?h0f Whom or Which 



OWOT) OWO 

arjaT) aija 
eyat) . eya 

akHT) aka 

atar) ata 

arar) ara 

amar) f ^ft 

anar) ana 

apat) apa 



EXAMPLES 



This 

owe 
arje 
eye 

ake 
ate 
are 
ame 
ane 
ape 



SINGULAR 

obai owe 
obai OWOT) 
an bamp owe 
anant anar) 



this chief 
that chief 
this bird 
that fire 



PLURAL 

arjbai aiie 
ar) bai arjar) 
ebamp arjar) 
apTjla ape 



these chiefs 
those chiefs 
those birds 
this rice 



okapra owo dif osem 

the htrnter who killed the animal 

- * okapra owo osem o dif 

the hunter whom, the nniniaT killed 

aroT) ara sa tar) 

the road which we follow 

aror) ara ko ro Xakeni 

the road which goes to Makeni 

NOTE: (a) That there is no difference in form between the 
subjective and objective cases of the relative pronoim* 
(b) The relative pronoim is frequently expressed by using 
^ the demonstrative formt especially when the thing referred 
ERJC to can be seen or is being pointed out: ^4 



Examples : 

1» ikuma akar) o Iceia 

the "box which he stole 

(ie. that boX| over there, which he stole) 

2, Eabap ako I ba ro ta ka mi 

the axe which I have in my hand 

(ie. this axe here, not the other one) 

B« There is also another form meaning •this* or •that*. 
This form is: Icati ijati, eyati, rati (dati), pati, mati, 
nati, tati# 

It is only used when the thing it refers to is something 
that has already been mentioned, referred to or suggested, 
and something that is being pointed out, 

Examples : 

1. Bepi en nenlc owuni owo der dis-e, wop owuni lcRti# 

If you see the person who came yesterday, arrest that 
person (him)* 

2. Amant ama o eor) mu ma les, te raun amant mati» 

The water that he gave you is bad, don't drink that 
water (it), 

3» 0 koth pali; aroT) dati r© boli 

He walked all dayf that road is long. 

C» There are also two more or less idiomatic ways in 
which "this" and "that" are used; these art: 



konoT) 


kon^Hve 


Diar) 


Di«-T)e 


kiaT) 


kie-ke 


riat) 


rienre 


miat) 


mienne 


niar) 


nio-ne 


piajj 


pie-pe 


tiai] 


tie-te 



P5 
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Both these forms are sai^ to mean «it is this" or "it is 
that"f but their exact meaningf' can only bo shomi by examplos i 

1. "Zo emba rota ka mu-e?" 

"What have you got in your hand?" 

"Eohap iDEtT)" - It is an axe 

or 

"Eabap kiat) - It's an axe 

2* "Eo ogbasi teke sim a2:^btjnko--e?" 

"What did he use to cut down the forest?" 

"Anboka ijiar) - It was a natchet 

3» "Eebap ko reke emba rota ka mu-e?" 

"Which axe did you have in your hand?*^ 

"Keke" - This is it or this one# 

4# "iBeth areke en woT)-e?" 

"Which hoixse did you enter?" 

CYOIiES - INSTRUCa?IONS 

KOTE: 

1. Instructor should point to himself saying - 
"Mine yi " 

2. Drill the pattern "Mine yi" 

3i Ask individual trainees "T)es a mu-a? 

4» Point to a trainee and say" "Bono yi" 

(Suppose the name)# Point to another trained by him 
and say "Mine yi"# 

let one trainee stand by you and say - "Sa yi#««»" 
6# Go down these adjectival pronouns in the manner above • 
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TEMNE SNaLISH 

(1) A; jUine yi . . . .MunoT)-a? My name is..... What about you? 
B: T)es a rau-a? What is yovir name? 
A: Min£ yi My name is 

(it) B: T)es a mu-a? What ie your name? 

A: AT)es a mi T)a yi.»..; My name is t What about 

yourself. 

B: AT)es a mi T)a yi My name is 

NOTE: Instructor gives his own name emphasizing the pattern - 
"Minr yi" or atjes a mi T)a yi. 

TEACHER'S CUB TRAINEE'S RESPOHSE 

SINGULAR 

T)es ami<-a Buno yi....; MineT)-a? 

T)es amu-a? M^.ne yi....; MunoT)-a? 

T)eB T)OT)-a? Eono yi 

PLURAJ' 

Hes ma su-<i? Sa yi -...o. 
Mas ma nu-a? Nayl 

Mes maT)-a ) T)a yi ..... . 

Mes me T)aT)-a? ) 



SOME COMMON TEMNE NAMES 



MALE 

amray Thorlie 
Abdulai Esmara 
Sorie Bangura 
Alpha Turay 
Alie Eohdeh 



PT?MALB 

?atu Kamara 
Sama Konteh 
lya Thorlie 
Yenoh Sanka 
M*mama Tarawalie 




SOME USEFUL 

1* Tope afam a mu-a? 

2. Tope ©bera-a? ) 

3. Tope oberaka ma-a ). 
4« oboli ro Bo-i? 



EXPRESSIONS 
A yenki 

U yenki 
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enko oboli 
ade v9 boll-e 
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LESSON TWO 

INTRODUCING A PRIEHD 
TEACHING GUIDES 

INSTRUCTIONS 

!• The instructor should "be thoroughly familiar with the 
lesson by reading it sereral times ahead of the trainees. 

2. The instructor should introduce new rocabulary and phrases 
as and when necessary to facilitate the proper understanding 
of the lesson. 

3. Drill new and difficult vocahulary and phrases thoroughly 
xising forward and backward build-up methods. 

4. Lay emphasis on the grammatical aspect of this lesson to 
develop a successful lesson. 

5. Keep in mind your mimes, gestures and other teaching 
techniques to reduce boredom. 

L A H Y 



male native names 

friend 
they went 
he introduced 
his 

L T I 0 N 

Sorie-at) yi oyathki kor) Abu-at) ssnko kori Alpha-at). Sorie-at) 
otori Abu-at) oyathki kor). Alpha-«r)« 



V 0 C A B U 



Sorie ) 

Abu ) 

Alpha ) 
Yathki 

Anko - 

otori - 

kOT) 



N A R E i 
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DIAIOGUB 
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7EHNS 



ENGLISH 



Sorie: Wan selce 

Alpha: lyo, sekfij tope nni-a? 

Sorie: I muti kuru Boao 

Alpha, oyathki kami kono 
woy AbuaT}* 

Alpha: Atu scke» obom: si tek 
tara mu. 

Abu: lyo sekc; mine»o. oboxxe 
mi tek tara mii* 

Alphas Beke mat) wmxi? 

Aba: I mir ro Sapaki; Bono 

80^? 

Alpha: I wur ro Yoni. 
Sorie: Abu» owa se koiiE* 
Abu: lyOf eenerjkane nu 8o« 



Hi friend 

Hi. How are you 

X thank God* 

Alphap this is my friend 
Abu* 

Hi Abu. I am glad to meat 
you. 

Tes» me too I*a glad to 
meet you. 

Whore are you from? 

I am from Iffiapaki. How 
about you? 

I am from Yoni. 

AbUf we are going* 

O.K. I will see you again. 



SUBSTITUTION DRnii I 



TEACHER'S CUE 

Wan» kori oyathki kami 

Thera 

Eotho 

Uarie 

Wathbera 

Wath runi kori owont mi 

orani kami 
omans kami 
oya kami 
okas ^rn-i 
okarmoko kami 
obarin kami 
othene kami 
okomane kami 
oniT}kara kami 
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TRAINEE'S RESPONSE 
Wany kori oyathki kami 



Wath runi kori owont mi 
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SUBSTITUTION DRILI II 



TEACHER'S CUE 

o^onc ml tdk tara m 

ko 

nx 

anf ama ma 
an wont a mu 
oya ka nu 
• okande/obal 
Fa Eomraltai 

obone ml tek tara mu obonc ml tdk tara ma 

Pa Eok 
Pa KwaT) 
Ya Bomposseh 
7a Bomtrara 
7a Bomkapr 

SUBSTITUTION DRILL III 

TEACHER'S CUE TRAINEE'S RESPONSE 

Reke me wur-e? t) wur ro America 

Sierra Leone 
Bo 

Kakenl 

^ iELamp (Freetown) 

Batelsoi 
Eenema 
7onl'bana 

Reke mat) wur-a? I wur ro 

Reke man wur-a? S© wur ro • 

Reke mat) wur-a? At) wur ro • • 



TRAINEE'S RESPONSE 
obone mi tek tara mu 
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DOUBLE SLOT SUBSTITUTION 



1 • obone od take tara mu 

2* ol3onc mi take tara ka 

3» obone mu teko tara ko 

4* obonc nu teke tara T)a 

5» obonc ko teke tara T)a 

6« obonE ko teke tara m 



I»m ^ad to know you 
I»m glad to know him 
Tou are glad to know him 
you are glad to Imow them 
He is glad to know thea 
He is glad to know you 



PIOTORIAI CUE 
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PAHT3 OP THE HDBIAN BODT 
(egbap ya ommi kdpet) 




VOCABULARY 
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1 • 


p&boi&p 








cUix on 








aQsoxu 




1^ A a A 


A 

4 • 


X^oX Ox 




C *F A*V* 1 m» AV A 1 A 1 


c 

y» 


££U3oXI 






o • 




VP-*-* 


o A Ay^fl 1 M AnT*f A 1 


i • 








ft- 






*fc}Tl*rtAt 
UAAX WCVU 


Q 








in 






vx wu fci^ 


1 1 • 






AlRAAA^ M l%T*AAAi:fA^ 


19 ^ 


cuULopo V 








Ann A 




csa) buttockf 8 ) 


1 cf e 






aznn fill* filoxilc) 


1R- 


a Til anV 




le^r fTkl* clonk) 


Ifi. 

1 O • 




Vpx» 




If* 


X ClW lA 




itAWti) <» Vnftft f fl ) 


1 • 


T^ATift^rliTrA 






1 O 












Vpx« 


13 V*W y V W V WA4> ^ V W W WAA f 


01 




Vpx# 


laWckvviLy ^ ^xwv \xo^u/ 


PP* 
^c. • 


c»ud 












Vaot^i') 

UOCUiA 






vpi-» 


VMA AO«l4* aIt 1 I^Ct^n V0 1 


OK 


anxx 






26 • 


ekup 


- 


oye lashas 




eyin 




eye lids 


28« 


ankos 


(pi. 


makoa; — jawvs; — v-txosBy pEtrc; 




anlful 


vpi. 


maivu L ^ ** nos ypix \b) 


30 • 


angoojcoin 




CgDOHioZlly ^ jaW^By x^6X6x^o vO IfXiO 


Skeletal part 


^1 o 

J i • 


akor 


(Pl« 


ator) - belly (bellies) 


32 • 


anbonth 


(Pl. 


C DOxAuXi J • xlcvT cVi. V *^ / 




axigbora 


(Pl. 


££rboni) — T)rotx*uded. xiaval(s) 


34. 


anputhu 




stomach (pl. eputhu) 


35. 


maatinthuma 


moustache 


36. 


kollaioa 




whiskers 


37. 






wrist 
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^ CM lifii.L 0 




KBXjLUT 














4i • 


QXiOBIXnSL 




• CDarxiia/ ** ouapxuvsy 




kabomo 




anug 


43* 


eaath 






A A 

44 • 


antankr 


(pi 




45. 


kabakath 




chin 


46. 


ansal a-taka-ret 


forefinger 


47- 


anael a'bana 




thtunb 


48. 


ansal adarar) 




digit finger 



NOUN CLASSES 
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All names of persons and things are grouped into noun 
classes. These are prefixes which each noun carries. Their 
functions are: (a) To show the grammatical relationships 
between nouns and verbs 1 adjectives and other words in a 
sentence. 

The following noun class prefixes occur in Temne. 



Singular 

1. U 

Ubai 



Chief 



Plural 
A 

Abai 



Chiefs 



2. 


U 

Una 


Cow 


3D 

Tana 


Cows 


3. 


A 

Aseth 


House 


e 

Gseth 


Houses 


4. 


A 

Alemre 


Orange 


M 

Melemre . - 


Oranges 


5. 


K 

Kebap 


Axe 


T 

Tebap 


Axes 


6. 


E 

Hepol 


Rope 


N 

^ Gwepol 


Hopes 
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7. 
8. 



Sxceptions 
(No Singular) 
(No Singular) 



H 

Masoi - Soap 
laonti - ajroxisers 



NOTE: For each singular form indicated by a noun prefix 
(NP)f there is a corresponding plural prefix. It is there 
fore of extreme importance that one must always learn a 
noun with its prefix. It is the prefix that determine the 
form of other words in the sentence. 

Esamples ; 

(a) Iseth ahana - a big house 

(b) eseth Ebana - Big houses 

(c) Kobap kebana - A big axe 

(d) Tebap tebana - Big axes 



B. EXPLANATION 

In describing people and things, the adject ire takes 
the concord of the noun. The noun comes first and is 
followed by the adjective. 

The exercises below practice the noun and adjective 
concords necessary to construct descriptive phrases with 
the noun classes 1 « 9. 

Noun Class Is n - /a - 

a) Singular 



NOTES ON GRAMMAR I 



A. PBJECTIVBS; 



1. Constructing descriptive phrases. 

2. Learning noun class prefixes. 



Ubai ufino 

" ulos 

•» uboli 

« ufeth 



A fine chief 
*• wicked chief 



»» tall 
" young 



.97 
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TTbai ubaki 

ugbenthe 
*• ulanldL 

b) Plural 

Ibol afino 
alOB 
" aboli 
" afeth 
. a'jaki 
" agbenthE 
" alanld 

Noun C?laag 2; u «■ t/ 

a) Singular 
Una ubana 
" ularJcL 
« afeth 
" ubaki 
" ulol 



b) Plural 



Tena abana 

" afeth 
" abald. 
" alol 



An old chief 
A short •* 
« thin " 



Pine ehiefo 
wicked chiefs 
tall " 
yotm^ " 
old " 
short *♦ 
thin " 



A big cow 

thin cow 
" young cow 
An old " 

A small " 



Big cows 
thin 
young 
old 

small " 
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Hote the irregularity here. The plural t takes a concord 
for large animals <> 

Noun Class 3t A. ^ /E - 

a) Singular 

Aseth afino 
abana 
alol 
sfu 
akur 



•yim 



•^8 



A fine house 
" big " 
" small " 
» new * 
•» old " 



t)) Pliiral 



eaeth efino 
ebona 
elol 
eta 
ekur 
ej±m 

Noun Claaa 4; A - ■ 

a) Singular 

Alemre .af ino 
ayim 
abothi 
a? ol 
afu 
abana 

b) Plural 

Melemre mafiiio 
mayim 
mebothi 
malol 
mafa 
mobaua 

Woun Class 5: £ - /T ■ 
a) SiPjBngiar 

Kebap kabena 



?ine houses 



kalol 

kefino 

koyim 

kefa 

kekur 



b) Plural 



Tabap tebam 
talol 
t efino 
teyim 
teftt 



Pine oranges 
sweet " 



Pine oranges 



A big axe 



Big axes 



39 
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Ifoun Clags 6; R - /I? 

a) Singular 
fiepol roboli 

rafu 
rakur 
relol 
reyim 

b) Plural 

Nopol neboli 
nagbut 
nefu 
nekur 
nalol 
nayim 



A long rope 



Long ropes 



Hour. ClasB 7t R - /e 

a) Singular 

Ramcs rabana 
ralol 
rayim 
refino 
rafu 
rakur 
ratiei 



A large egg 



rotten " 



b) laural 



emzB cbana 
elol 
eyln 
Efino 
efu 
ekur 
ethei 



Large egga 



rotten ** 



ERIC 
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^ ^<um CSLacfl 8: ^ M 

f a)' ' No lingular- 

b) Plural 

Hasoi mabana 
melol 

^ meyim 

maf ino 
makur 
nefu 

Noun Claas 9: ■^'/B 

a) No Singxilar 

b) Oollective Noun 

eles efino 
eyim 
egbathi 
8fu 
ekur 



Large cake of soap 



?ine lace 
plenty ^ 



NOTE: The forms of prefixes we have learnt so far are the 
indefinite forms. Tliey all have their definite counter- 
parts* 

INDEFINITE DEFINITE 



Ubai 
Abai 



A chief 
Chiefs 



obai - The chief 
Anbai - The chiefs 



Z. 



Aseth 

Gseth 



Una 
lona 



A house 
Houses 



A cow 

Cows 



Arjseth - 
£seth ^ 



The house 
The houses 



ona - The cow 
Tana - The cows 



4» Alemre - An orange AT)lemre - The orange 

Melemre - Oranges Malemre - The oranges 



ERLC 
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INDEFINITE 



DEFiyiTE 



Eebap 
Tabap 



An axe 
Ases 



E^bap 
Tabap 



The axe 
The axes 



6» Rapol 
Napol 



A rope 
Hopes 



Rapol - The rope 
Napol - The ropes 



Rames 
ernes 



An egg 
Eggs 



Rames - The egg 
ernes - The eggs 



8« Kasoi 
9* emonti 



Masoi 
smonti 



The indefinite prefixes are all low tone while the definite 
are all high tone» 



NOTES ON GRAMMAR II 

Ae OBJECTIVE 

1» Making simple declarative sentences. 

B. EXPLANATION 

The word order for simple statements in Temne is the 
same as for that of English, 



E#g.s I nenk 
I see 

( s ) (▼) 

C« EXERCISES 



olangl:«, 
the man 
(o) 



The following exercise will help the trainee practice 
the noun classes in the definite form. 



^• (a) Singular 

I nank olangba 
obai 
oboko 
okabi 
okapra 
opisko 
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I see the man 
chief 
woman 
blacksmith 
hunter 
Peace Corps 
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2. 



4. 
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(b) Plural - Ask the trainee to supply the plural 
forms 



I nank ar)lai3£):» 



(a) Singular 
I nesa ona 



I see the men 

chiefs 
women 
hunters 
blacksmiths 
etc* 



I fear the cow 

bufallo 
leopard 
elephant 



(b) Students supply the plural forms* 



I nesa tana 



I fear the cows 

buf alios 
leopards 
elephants 



I see the house 
s-*^one 
table 
calabash 
lamp 
knife 



(a) Singular 

I nank ar)seth 
atjsar 
atjthebul 
ar)pEpE 
ar)lamp 
atjthis 

(b) Plural Forms 

X nank eseth I see the houses 

stones 
tables 
etc* 

Practice with E/T Class 
Singular 

Z nank kabap I see the axe 

kalemp 4 3 well 

katala hoe 



LESSON THREE 
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JOB DESCRIPTION 
TEACHING GUIDES 

1» The drills and the grammar in general need to be properly- 
digested by the instructor for the effective teaching of 
this lesson. 

2. Dramatization and role play are also very essential. 

3. Picture Talk should be encouraged in order to help trainees 
develop their vocabulary and grammar by constructing simple 
sentences. ■ 

4. Encourage the trainees to practise speaking the language. 



VOCABULARY 



1. 


worak 




work 


2. 


thsksa 




teach 


3. 


t-ek re 




to come 


4o 


anfeth 




children 


5. 


ma panth 




job 


6. 


kabsf 




farming (agriculture) 


7. 


tc.?i 




show 


8. 


anthof 




country 


9. 


wur 




come from 


10. 


yo 




do 


11. 


owa 




also 



N A R R AT ION 

Jim-at) opisko o wur ro America, o re worsk no Sierra 
Leone tsk re thsksa anfeth ro skul ma panth ma kabaf . o tori 
Pa Santigie-an anthof o wurof ma panth mo'yo-ef owa yi ro mo 
worsk-e. 



ERIC 
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DIALOGUE 
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Pa Santigie: 


Jim tope-a? 


Jim: 


lyo tope seks* 


Pa Santigie: 


Heke man wur-a? 


Jim: 


I wur ro America. 


Pa Santigie: 


Thethe ander no-e? 


Jim: 


X der no ka gbothko* 


Pa Santigie: 


Eeke man worak-a? 


Jim: 


I ta worak ro Ifekali* 


Pa Santigie: 


Ko mapanbh man yo-a? 


Jim: 


I de thakasa anfcth ro skul manpantli m& kabaf • 


Pa Santigie: 


owa man dira-o. 


Jim: 


lyo man dira-o. 



SUBSTITUTION DRIII I 



TEACHER'S CUE 

KoT) de yo-«.? 

then-a ? 

ban-a? 

Trai-a ? 

gbasi-a ? 

tep-a? 

kali-a? 

bot-a? 

thene-a? 



TRAINEE'S HESPOHSE 

I de woraky ......... 

I de then ethoky 

X de bar) pala» 

I de wai ketala^ 

I de gbasi kabap^ 

I de tep eyokay 

I de kali okeiy ....... 

I de bot akala, 

I de thens mapanthy ... 
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SUBSTITUTION URIIL II 

TEACHER'S CUE TRAINEE'S RESPONSE 

Se de mar Sa de mar 

d± 
ham 
dira 
fothane 
tempo (fluau) 
9^. Boko 45 



tama tama 
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SUBSTITUTION DRILL III 

TEACHER'S CUE TRAINEE'S RESPONSE 

Hir) pisko Mir) pf.sko 

bsf 
kuk 
treda 
•potho 
themne 
m£ni 
krio 
moalim 
kristen 
thela 
kEamoko 
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PICTORIAL PUBS 
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VOOABULARY II 



1« Reke (eome times us< 

2# thethe (aa used in 

3* der - 

4* no - 

5.* gbothko - ^ 

6# dira-o - 

?• then". 

8* bat) » . - 

10. tep' . 

11; koli 

12* bot _ - ; 

13* thene , ^ ' 

14* ethok/ 

15 • pelia 

16 • ketala ■ — ' 
17*\. kabap ■ - - 
18 • eyoka 

19* okei 

20# ankala (akala) - 

21. .mar - 

22. di. 

23# mun' - 

24* dira 

25 • fothane 

26o tampo (sumu) . 

27 # soko 

.28« tema tdma - 

29# obef 

30. kuk 

31* potho (simi fera) - 

*32f, meni - 
33 kristen 

34 • thela - " 



td as »Deke*) - where 
the -dialogue)',- when 
; come 
here 

September 
. good night 
find . . 
. collect 
/ bijy 

plant (verb) . 
look at 
put 

look out for . 
. wood 
rice 
hoe 
axe 

cassava 
. the thief 
money - ^ 

• help (assist) 
eat 

drink 
sleep 
rest 

stay late night 

stay awake whole night 

stroll 

farmer 

cook 

white person 

• Mende 
christian 
tailor 
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karmoko 


wo 


teacher (master) 


36. 


trada 




trader 


37 • 


themnE 




Temne 


38. 


abll 


mm 


boat 


39. 


eyaki 




dead (dry) leares 


40 • 


woT)e 




doea not gather (collect) 


41 • 


bene 




keep (store) 


42. 


eruk 


mm 


rice husk 


43. 


ylm 




red 


44. 


ador 




hunger 


45. 


tapon 




swamps 


46. 


gbasl 




take 



EXPANS ION 



1. 



2. 



An de mar aajfem rja. enthof atje. (They have coiio to help 
the people of this country. 

Sa de mar ar)fam r)a kahaf tapon. (We have come to help 
the people of this country develop their swamps). 

Ne de mar arjfem r)a enthof arje kahaf tapon tetaren teren. 
(You have come to help the people of this country for 
two years to develop their swamps). 

I de worak ta anpiskc. (I have come to work for Peace 
Corps). 



VOCABULARY III 



DAyS OP THE WEEK 



TEMNE 



ENGLISH 



ERIC 



1. 


Alathi 




Sunday 


2. 


Athene 




. Monday 


3. 


Athalatha^ 




Tuesday 


4. 


Araba 




Thursday 


5. 


Alakamisa 




Thursday 


6. 


Ayuma 




■Friday 


7. 


Asimthi 




Satiirday 
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MONTHS OP THE YEkil 











1. 


Polpol 


- 


January 


2. 


Wolwol 


- 


February 


3. 


Bankle 


- 


Maroh 


4. 


GbaproT) 


- 


April 


5. 


Bafu 


- 


May 


6. 


Tofi 


- 


Jtme 


7. 


T)ofbana 




July 


8. 


Paya 




August 


9. 


Gbothko 




September 


10. 


Mufer 




October 


11. 


Sakoma 




November 


12r 






December 



NOTE: The names of the month? the year hare epecifie 
meanings. The Instructor shoiild attempt to explain some 
of these meanings. 

EXAMPLE: 

Sakoma (November) - "Sakoma** means *'we are related**. 
It is associated with the peak of the upland rice htjrvesting 
period (ie **time of plenty") when relatives visit each other 
much more frequently. 
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NOTES ON gBAMMAE 
j^. VERB : THE 3IKPLB PRESENT TENSE 

The simple present verb iia Temne is conjugated as 
follows : 



SINGULAR 



1. I yema 
0T) yema 
o yema 



- I want 

- you want 

- he/she want 



PLURAL 

Sa yema - 
Ne yema - 
At) yema 

54 



wp want 

you (pi.) want 

they want 
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P.» I yema kabap » I w&nt the axe 

erj - Xou •« » n 

0 " - He/ehe wants the axe 

S© « " - We want the axe 

N© " " - You (pi.) want the axe 

At) « " - They » « « 

EXERCISES 

The Instructor should ask the trainees to cfTstruct 
simple sentences in Teiraie. They should refer back to the 
Noun Class Charts and the vocabulary which they have now 
learnt. 



1. 


He sees the axe. 


2. 


They fear the elephant. 


3. 


We want the house. 


4. 


I see the houses. 


5. 


They want axes. 


6. 


He wants a house « 


7. 


She wants oranges. 


8. 


She wants the oranges. 


9. 


Rosaline wants a new house* 


10. 


Solomon fears the elephant. 


11. 


You (pl») want large eggs» 




EXPLANATION 



B» When a noun is added to a sentence, the subject concord 

is retained, coming before the verb. 

EXAMPLE t 

1» olangba ^ yema aseth 
(The man) (he) wants a house 

2. AT)kapra an nes-a orank 
The h\mters(^ey) fear the elephant 

3» opisHd. 0 neak eseth 

The Peace Corps (he) sees the houses 

ERIC ^ 
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The subject concord must always be jresent and serros 

to link tJie noun with the verh and serves to make the refe- 
rence clears 

SUMMARY 
At this point the trainees should know the following 
about simple statements: 

n olangba o yema kabap 

(Noun) (Sub.concord) (Verb) (Object) 

2* Subject concords for the conjugation of the verb: 

SINGULAB PLURAL 

I yema So yema 

er) yema yema 
0 yema At) yema 

3« Concord agreement for the third person singular 
and plural for Noun Class I. 

E.g. olangba o yema kabap 
The man (he) wants the axe 

Ar)langha at) yema kabap 
The men (they) want the axe 

Kote that the third person concord forms covered to 
date only cover Houn Class I (people). The subject concord 
for linking other nouns to the verb are different for each 
no^ class. Another way of looking at it is that the •'it" 
in Temne is different for each noun class* These will come 
up in future lessons, but look at the following examples for 
clarification: 

1« Eames re yema thei 
The egg (it) wants to rot. 

2» Eablai ke yema fmapo 
The basket (it) wants to fall 

3, AT]seth ap yema fumpc 
The house (ix) wants to fall 

^6 
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D* IRTERROgATIVE (ASKING QUESTIONS ) 

!♦ Objectiyee t 

a) Making questions with simple Btatements# 

b) Affirmative and negative response patterns with 
subject and object concords • 

ii« Explanation 

We hare learnt how the simple statement is formed: 

0 nenk kabap - He sees the axe* 

To form the question^ the formative is added to the 

end of the statemt^nt with a rising intonation* 

o nenk kabapi? - Does he see the aj:e? 

iii# Exercises 

follow the example given above and do the following 
exercises; 

Change the statements into questions - 

a) Se yema ona 

b) OT) yema kabap 

c) N© yema eseth 

d) T) yema melemre 

iv» Explanation 

The response to questions such as the above would 
utilize the object concord which corresponds to the 
English "him", "her", and "it**. 

QUESTION. MSWEE 
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1. 




yema kabapi? 




I yema ki» 




Do 


you want the axe 


Yes 


f I want it* 


2* 


en 


yema 


ar)setbl? 




i yema T)i# 


3* 




n 


onai«i? 


99 


99 99 


ko» 


4o 


« 


« 


masoi? 


H 


99 99 


ma 


5* 




n 


rapoli? 


91 


99 99 


ri 


6. 


19 


n 


napoli? 


99 


99 99 


' ni (plo) 


?• 


n 


ft 


tabapl? 


99 


99 99 


ti* 


8* 


91 


n 


esethi? ' . 


ftt7 


99 « 


yi (plO 
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As with subject concords, the object concords must 
change to correspond to the object noun that they refer to» 
The following chart shows that this additional group of 
concords is simplified because the subject and object concords 
are similar in most cases* 

Noun Class Houn Bref isc Subject Concord Obj» Concor d 



1 


U 


0 


So 




A 


AT) 


T)a 


2 


• U 


0 


So 




T 


AT) 


T)a 


3 


A 


At) 


T)i 




E 


e 


Yi 


4 


A 


At) 


T)i 




H 


Ma 


la 


5 


Z 


Es 


Ki 




T 


Se 


li 


6 


R 


He 


Hi 




K 


Ne 




7 


R 


Ea 


Hi 




£ 


£ 


Yi 


8 


H 


Ma 




9 


e 


e 


Yi 



▼i. ECERCISES 

In the following questions » fill in the blank 
spaces with the appropriate object concord as the case 
may be* 
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1. 


Arjseths 


I nenk 


2. 


ernes: 


I yema 


3. 


Napol: 


I nenk 


4. 


emontit 


0 yema 


5. 


Ualemret 


Se nenk 


6. 


Rapol: 


I nenk 


7. 


obai: 


I kor^g 
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NEGATIVE ^^ ESPONSE 

The negative. response to ^ simple questions is 
fomed by adding •*-ye" to the verb (or -e if. it ends in 
a consonant )• 

EXAMPLE 

QUESTION RESPONSE 

1» a.r). nank tabapi? Mm mm,- I nenke tabap# 

Do you see.; the axes? No, I do- not see the axes* 

2. " yema aysethi? ■ Mai mm, o yemaye arjseth* 

. Do.es he want the house? No, he does .not want the house 

The negative' re^sponses can be-: 

1* Ifai mm, I' nei2k£ ti# 

No, I do not see them# 

2«" Bflm mm", o yemaye T)i# " " 

No, he does not want it* 

EXERCISES 

Change the statement to a question. Ask a second 
student to answer in the negative • 

E#g: 0 ba kabap* Student A: o ba kebapi? 

He has an axe# istudent B: Mm mm, o baye kebap* 

No," he "does not have an 
axe# 



1. . 


0 "ba aseth 


Student 


A: 






Student 


B: 


2./ 


at) ba aseth 


. Student 


A: 






Student 


B: 


3. 


At) yema anak 


Student 


A: 






Student 


B: 


4. 


Sa nesa orank 


Student 


A: 






Student 


B: 


5. 


I yema athis 


Student 


A: 






Student 


B: 


6. 


' Na narilc una 


Student 


A> 






Student 


B: 
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Repeat the exercise; this time using object concords 
kOf ua, T)i etc. where appropriate. 



p, EXPLANAT ION 

Tame also foims questions through the xise of 
interrogatis« words such as those in English - ie 
what, who, where, when etc- 



Eg. : ©T] yema 

Eo or) yeoa-e? 



you want 

what do you want? 



The »what» is expressed hy putting Ko before the 
sentence and ending it with "-e". 



Example s 

1. Eo ar) nenk-iB? 

2. Eo at) bother-e? 

3. Eo at) aesa-e? 

4. Eo at) cara-e? 

The interrogative "kene' 
questions. 

Examples ; 

1. Eene at) nank-e? 

2. Eene at) bothar-e? 

3. Eene bx} nesa<-e? 

4. Eene at) tara-e? 



What do you see? 
" « " like? 
« n « fear? 



»e" is also used to form "who" 



Who do you see? 
« i» *» like? 
« » M fear? 
WW" know? 



"Where" is exprasstjd by "reke— e* 



Examples: 

1# Heke at) nsnk-9? 
2« Reke et) bothar-e? 
3o Reke at) nesa-e? 
4o Reke at) tara-e? 



Where did you seee? 
w « » like? 
" " " fear? 
www know? 



ERIC 
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"Why* is expreased by "Ko 'T)— — e? 
Exampleg 

1 • Koet) at) nenk-e? - Why did you see? 

2. KOET) at) bothsr-e? — « « « like? 

3. KoET) er) neea-e? - n »» « fear? 

4. KoET) er) tara-e? - « « « know? 



Tii. EmOISES 

Translate the following into Temne: 

1# Where do you come from? 

2» Why do you want the house? 

3, Who likes the oranges? 

4, Who likes them (oranges)? 
5« What do you fear? 

6« What does the hunter see? 

?• Who do the chiefs like? 

8a Where do you see the elephant? 



UOjE; In Temne i in some cases i "d" and "r" are inter- , 

changeable. They are described as «»Allophones". 

E.g. rim/dim - voice 

ru/du - plait 

rin/din - one 

ro/do - there/locative) 

When this occurs; it is recommended that "r" be used cons- 
tantly since "r" is more often used than "d*. 

E.g. rim, rui rin, ro, etc. 
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SOME TEMNE PROVERBS 



TEMNE 



ENGLISH BQUIVAIENT/ 
E3CPLANATI0N 



A rolling stone gathers no 
moss* 



1 • Abil a koth at) woT)e 
eyaki 

Bene efuk eyim ta Make hay while the sun 

ador de yim SX b^^®^* 
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SOME USEFUL ECPRESSIOMS 



1 a Ha Ijoap ra mi rem Iwmsa. It is my head that is aching. 
(1^ head is aching) 

2« I T» kor kdban* I am suffering from belly ache 

(I hay^ stomach ache)* 
3# Vamit yemi mant I mun. Please give me some water to drink. 



4. I tara ti 

5. I lene ti 

6. To ma yo-a? 
7e Crbape mi 

8. le sompa mi 

9« Anak a bothi 

10. I baye akala 



I know (it) 
I believe it 
What to do? 
Leave me alone. 
Don't disturb me. 
The rica (cooked) is good. 
I don't have money. 



B2 

ERIC 
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LESSON POUR 
BAHOAINIKG 
gEACHINg QPIDE8 
INSTRUCTIONS 

1» Introduce the rocabxJlary Isy holding the actual objects 
in front of the claes. 

2. Repeat the name of the object three times and have the 
class repeat after you. 

3. Drill the pattern: "i, ke kebep". 
4- Substitute for "Kobep" other items. 

5. Hold an item in hand and ask a student "Ko reka re" and 
have the trainee respond "A ke kebep". 

6. Have other trainees substitute for «kobep". 

7. • Drill the pattern "Ko reka re"? 

8. Let trainees ask each other: 

Trainee A: Ko reka re? 
B: A ke 

9. Put the object on the table and move a little from the 
table. 

E.g. TEACHER TRAINEE'S RESPONSE 

Eorka a ratj-a? Kabep 
Poi^t to the object saying "kebep". 

V OCABULARY 



ERIC 



Ropet 




Town 


Wai 




Buy 


ebis 




Gara clothes 


ThelmnnF. 




Talk with 


Thila 




Sell 


Yifane 




Ask (politely) 


Eomo 




let (him/her) 


Grbenki 




Reduce 


Amolo 




The prisse of 


Bone 




OK Glad 



JARRATION 
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Yenoh-ar) oko ropet tak ko wai ebis* o thslmaTiE o 
borko methila ebia-e. oyifane ko> koao gbenke ko aaolo. 
7enoh-ar) pa bone ko ka wai ebis ma gbonke ko aaolo-e* 



DIALOGUE 

Yenoh: Ya ndirai-i. 

othila: lyo, wathbera» ndirai Beke» 

Yenobt Atotha te .tefino* Holo a kLn-a? 

otMla: Sobake molo« A taror) a et lion. 

Yenoh: Tebaki molo othasor] er) gbenkie xai-i? 

othila: Molo. en ran-a? 

Yenoh: I raia-a,-eikB lion. 

othila: Atotha tabaki molo ke?,ke» kere ram a serin lion. 
Yenoh: ovra pa bae apa. Ankala r)er)e. 

othila: Momo-o* A loko-o loko anyema ebis-ey der no romiy 

ti thilar mu fino. 
Yenoh: owa ti kane anyathki tja mi be-e e tamu. entara 

fofane wuni. 
othila: owa satnarjkane so<» 



SUBSTITUTION DRILL 
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TEACHER'S CUB 

Molo ebis-a? 
elop 

kagbengbe 
tayaba 
mathamba 
osem 

I yema emuna 
eyoka 
mabela 
makobor) 
maro 
ebana 



TRAINEE'S RESPONSE 
Molo ebis-a? 



I yema emuna 



R6 
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TRANSFORMATION DRILL 



ERIC 



TEACHER'S CT3E 

Atotha t© "baki molo. 

I yema ebise 

I ko ropet. 

I f of kathemne. 

I tel kameni* 



TRAINEE'S RESPONSE 

Atotha te bake molo. 

I yema-e eMs. 

I ko-e ropet* 

I fof-e kathemne. 

I tol-e kameni* 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 



TEACHER'S CUE 

Reke mar) ko-a? 
Molo pla en yema-a? 
Molo pla ekop snyema-a? 
Kom pat-a? 

Reke owai akotha ke-a? 
Ko elop r)a nhothr-a? 



TRAINEE'S RESPONSE 

I kor ro makito 
I yema pa pon r)in» 
I yema ekop esas» 
I pat matontho* 
I wai ki ro pak. 
I bothr eghampo. 



CDUNTING SIERCISB 

RULES 

a) Cardinal numbers, being adjectives follow the nom they 
qualify* 

b) The first four cardinal numbers vary according to the 
prefix of the noun they qualify. 

c) All other cardinal numbers are invariable. 

1. kin, r)in, min, rin, tin, pin, wia 

2. T)arar), yerar), marar), tarar), perer) 

3, r)aeas, esas, masas, tesas, pasas 

4, T}anle, yanle, manle, tanle, panle 

When counting the form 'pin, parar), pasas, panle, is 
normally used, though «kin, r)erar), r)asas, r)anle" is 
also iised when counting people. 

5 - tamath 10 "tofot 

6 - dukin 2p- - kagba 

7 - deret) 100 - kemekin 

8 - desas 1,000 f??- a tmlriin 
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When counting objects or people the form "tamthruJcln, 
tamthoderer), tarathreoasi tamthrerjanla' (6, 7» 8f 9) 
is normally Tised* 

111 other cardinal n\MnberB are formed from those already 
given. 

•11 - tofot kin 
Din 

min ate* 

12 - tofot maret) 

T)ai*aT) 
yerat) eto« 

13 - tofot masaa 

as as 

esas ^vC* 

14 - tofot manle 

yanle 
ganle eto» 
30 - ksgha tofot kin 

Din 

min etc« 

40 - vbegh TQTQT} (note that the pltiral of kagKa is tagba) 
50 - tagha tarag tofot 
60 - tagha tasas 
70 - tagba tasas tofot 
80 - tegha tarle 
90 - tagha tanle f of o- 
99 - tagba tanle tofot testThreT)amle 
100 - kerne kin 

200 - teme tarat) (note that the plural of wul is e-wul) 

300 teme tasas 

400 - teme tasle 

500 - teme tamath 
2000 - e-wul yeroT) 
3000 - e-wul esaa 

The first four numbers vary in form both when they stand 
alone and also when they come at the end of cocjound numbers, 
but not when they are part of 6, 7» 8 and 9» 

ErIc ~ 
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'ist: ototokO) an-'botoko; ka~totoko etc* 
2nd: owo beka rjarer] (Literal meaning is "he who 
3ra: owo beka aaas (that which) reaches 1» 2, etc." 
4th: owo beka rjanle and "owo" is therefore variable 
5th: owo heka tamath etc (to "arja" 'ara' etc.) 

EXAMPLE 

1> obai ototoko 
The first chief 

2* Ea ren aka beka tofot 
the tenth year# 



GRAMMAR NOTE?? I 
SPECIFYING THINGS 

A. OBJECTIVES 

■1. Specifying things as "this" and "that". 
2. Asking the question "which". 

B. EXPLANATION 

To specify something as "this" (thing) here" in 
Temne the nowa is followed by a demonstrative corres- 
ponding to its noun class. 

Ex.imT)le t 

Ko 9T) yemae? 
What do you want? 
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X yema kabap ake 
I want this axe 

I yema tabap ate 
I want these axes 

I yema arjseth ar |e 
I want this hoxxse 
I yema eset h eye 
I want these houses 
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The form of the demonstrative is thus determined 'by 
the noim to which it refers. 





Noxm Class 


BemoxistratiTe 


1 • 










arie 










tana 












eseti 


cyan 










fflfllenir© 














atar) 


- 6. 


rapol 


arat) 




bapol 


anar) 


mm 




arat) 




ernes 


eyat) 


8. 


masol 


amar) 


9. 


emonti 


eytri 



BXBHOISES 

Q!ranslate the following sentences into Temne* 

1« I like this spoon (kabep) 

2« I see those ropes 

3. He fears that elephant 

4* We 9at those eggs 

5. I want this house 

6* You have these axes 

7« He talces that knife 

8. I eat this orange 70 



ERiC 9» You eat those oranges 

10. lEhey like these ropes 



E XPLA N A TION 
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The question word "which" has as its form reke-e 
which takes a concord corresponding to the noun which is 
being asked about* 

1. Aseth areke er) nenke? Which house do you see? 

2. Kebap kereke et) nenke? 

3. Repol roreke st) nenke? 

4. cseth sreke eg nenke? 
5* Melemre mereke at) nenkef 

The following verbs may be added to your list to answer 
exercises* 

sotho - get, obtain 
keii - carry 

gbOT) - touch 

yira - sit 

EXERCISES 
Translate the following questions and answers into Temne* 

1. Which teacher do you want? 
2* I want that teacher 

2. Which houE>3S do you see? 
I see these houses* 

3* Which pot are you buying? 
I am buying this pot. 

4. Which oranges do you see? 
I see those oranges* 



It aze w H w 

« rope n n n 

•» houses do you see? 

" oranges do " " 



GRAMMAR NOTES III 

A* OBJEOTIVES 

1, Showing that something possesses something?; else 
ie: the dog of the man; the mouth of the lion* 

^ 2* Personal possessives - ie, my friend, your name, 

ER|C his shirt etc. 
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B. EKPLANATION 

•Possessive expressions denoting ownership are fozined 
by placing a possessive concord between the thing posses- 
sed and the owner or possessor. 

1.. ■ o rani ka okapra The wife of the hunter 

■ 2» Easar) ka osip The mouth of the leopard 

■ 3» - Rapol ra -ona ' The rppe of the cow 

4. Malemre ma.arjfeth The oranges of the children 

..• The. possessive , concord is linked with .the thing 
. possessed by the noun class correspondence with an 

appropriate concord' form. . Observe ihe following examples. 

1. orani ka okapra . . The wife of • the -hunter . 

2. . .Ar)seth r)a okapra " The house p/ the hunter 
3» • K^bap ka okapra • The axe of the himter • 
4. Tabap ta okapra ' The axes- of the hunter 
5» Rapol ra okapra • . The rope of the hunter 
6. ernes ya okapra The .eggs of the hunter 
7f Napcl na okapra The ropes of the hunter 

C. EXBHOISES 

Insert the appropriate possessive concord as in 
the example. • . ' . ' . . 

(aTjsoth) (obai) arjseth r)a obai - the house of the chief, 
(rasek) ■ (olangba) '. 
(kapfet) (arjtita) 
(aT)fon) (kalome) 
(malontho) (othem) 
(tamank) (arjbaf) 
(masu) (oborko) 
■(e^bimgbiT)) \ar)seth) 
(natul) (kablay) 
(rayay) (olangba) ." 



ERIC 
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A number of new vocabulary items have been intro- 
duced in these exercises. The instructor should explain 
the meanings of these items to the trainees so they can 
be included in the trsdnee's own vocabulary list. 



D# EXPLANATION 

The forms of the possessive pronouns in Temne are: 

ami « my asu - OUT 

amu - your anu - your (pltiral) 

or) - HisA^r orjar) - their 

These possessive pronouns follow the possessive 
concord as in the examples below: 

kabap kami - my axe kabap kaeu - our aze 

kabap kamu - jour axe kabap kanu - your axe 

kabap kor) - hisA^i* a^ce Lribap kar)ar) - their axe 

Note that the possessive concord is controlled by 
the noun: 



rapol 


rami 


my rope 


tabap 


tami 


my axes 


cseth 


£mi 


my houses 


ar)this 


ami 


my knife 


masu 


mami 


s&y rings 


masu 


masu 


our rings 


kapet 


kaira 


your town 


ramcs r 


roT) 


his egg 



E. EXERCISES 

Complete the following Temne sentences Taj inserting 
the appropriate noun and possessive pronoun forme 

I bother - (my box) 

- (our houses) 

(his hair) 
(their spoons 
(your rope) 
(your teeth) 
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Translate the following into Temne. 

!• We like oiar teacher 

2« I want yoiir book 

3« You see his axe 

4* They know our house 
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PICTORIAL CUE 
THEME t Eayoka (The Cassava Plant) 




'75 
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Zorka mabempa ks wur kaeyoka-e? 

1. pin - cfufa 

2. pgren « cgari 

3. peeas - kakaeadabred or kalankcno 
4» beka panlerj - ansethat 

5« beka tamath-ar) - etho 

6. beka tamthurikin-an - ekoadogbala 

7r beka taathederer)-an - kadumbe 
8o " taathresaa-an - eyota 
9. « tamthreatjle-r) - tagbodo 

10. owasof ka cboper at satha karoabo. 





VOCABULARY 


1^ 


anbopr - 


leaf 


2. 


kayoka - 


cassava plEtnt 


3. 


tabcth - 


balls 


4. 


efufu - 


foofoo (this is fermented) 


5. 


anbaf 


big bowl 


6. 


anyoka - 


cassava tuber 


7. 


korka? - 


what? 


8. 


bempa - 


make 


9. 


egari - 


gari 


10. 


kalaakono/kakasadabred - cassava bread 


11. 


beka - making/furthermore/added to that 


12. 


ansethat - 


starch 


13. 


etho - 


another type of foofoo (not 
fermented) 


14. 


ekondogbala 


African tapioca (dried 
cassava chips) 


15. 


kadumbe - ) 
eyota - ) 


fried cassava chips 


16. 


17- 


ksrombo - 


cassava leaves 


18. 


tagbodo 


fried cassava balls 
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SOME VERBS RELATED TO SITUATION I 



1. 


ka 


tusi 


- 


to 


harvest the cassava tuber 


2* 


ka 


ai 


- 


to 


eat 


3. 


lea 


gTsanth 


rm 


to 


poxmd (the foofoo) 


4. 


ka 


pirn 


- 


to 


harrest the oassara leares 


5. 


ka 


yer 


- 


to 


give 


6. 


ka 


hor 


- 


to 


peel off 


7. 


ka 


ffbem/gbanth 


- 


to 


potind the cassava leaves 


8. 


ka 


ken (efufu) 


- 


to 


prepare (the foofoo) 


9. 


ka 


gbaei 


- 


to 


take 


10. 


ka 


sara 


- 


to 


carry on the head 


11. 


ka 


kof (efufu) 


- 


to 


ferment (the foofoo) 


12. 


ka 


tep 




to 


plant 


13.. 


ka 


f onkra 




to 


weed 


14. 


ka 


bene 




to 


keep (store) 


15. 


ka 


fitha 




to 


throw away 


16. 


ka 


thei 




to 


get rotten/rot 



EXERCISE ON SITUAglOlf I 



TEMNE 

Beth 
ReyaT) 
RetyeT) 
Rafoi 

Tatak/aendatoT) 
Presok 



ENGLISH 

Doming 

Afternoon 

Evening 

Night 

Hid night 

Early doming 



TEMNE 

Rawok 

AdaraT) 

Eafefina 



SEASONS OP THE YEA R 

ENGLISH 

Dry season 
Wet season 
Hamattan 
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A-m^ITIONAL VOCABULARY 



anf of 


mm 


alvt wind or breeze 






storm 






rain 




mm 


cold 


OWOXl 




heat 


aret) 


- 


thunder 


onalcthlne 




lightening 


ka)}i 




dew/mist 


pStOT] • 




flood 


kafelfel 




uplift wind 


owosi 




dry 


PHYSICAI 


POSITIONS 


tei&a 




stand (up) 


sane 


mm 




thonthne 




squat 


gbapsa/seline 




stretch your feet 


yira 




sit down 


ADDITIONAL 


VOCABULARY 


keli 




look 


map 




close your eyes or 


Tjarii 




open your mouth 


gtemar 




close youi- mouth 


kulo ) 






okulo ) 






bok ) 




he/she is crying 


oT30k ) 






8 el 




laugh 


OS el 




he/she laughs 


sxMa ) 




serious 


osuma ) 




he/she is serious 


fantha 




lie down 


yokane 




get up 
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PROVE HBS 

1* Ee net] wuni keye ketara ko 

There is no art to find the mind's construction on 
the face* 

2. Tema obente kethcao* 

Take care of what you do. 
(Listen to advice) 

USEFUL EXPRESSION 

1. IBolo elop - How much is the fish? 

2. Sa muno sa reyathki - Both of us are friends. 

3. elop a fino. - The fish is fine. 

4. elop arje a bothi - The fish is sweet. 

5. opieko we ubakrane - This Peace Corps is a spendthrift. 

6. Iti der bepi okuru o solo - I shall comei God willing. 

7. A kor ka mi kebarj - I have a stomach ache 

8. oboli ro makit - The market is far away 

9. eyet ethila egbathi ropet - Many things are sold in the 

10. ebana e gbathi ro kor - There is plenty banana in the 

farm. 
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LESSON FIVE 
DINING HALL SITUATION 

PICTORIAL CUE 

THEME: Ea di rokin 
(communal Eating) 

% 
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DIKING HALL SITUATION 
TMGHING GUIDES 

1. The instructor must use real objects where ever possible 
to make the lesson interesting. 

2. Allow a lot of role-play among the trainees. 

3« The instructor should be conrersant with the Tooabxxlary 
in the lesson." 

4. The gramaar in this lesson is very important in understanding 
the theme of the lesson and must therefore be stressed right 
from the beginning of the lesson* 



V 0 PABULAR Y 



loko 


- time 


ampo 


~ have (present perfect) 


bek 


reach 


kone 


« went 


konko 


« roora 


takako 


- to go 


daradl 


- food 


reka-redi 


food to eat 


pet 


cook (verh) 


kagbanth 


l:lne (queue) 



NARRATIOH 

hn loko r)a ka di ampo bek. Sampa yi Sheku-ar) an kone 
ka 0 der di-e Sheku-ai] c yif Sempa-ai] a re a pat-e. 

DIALOGU E 

Sheku: Sampa, a dor re baki mi man kone di. 

Sampa: owa, man kone. 

Sheku: Ta tema ka kagbanth. 

Sampa: Sheku, en tara a re a pat thoT)OT)-i? 

Sheku: I tamtamne ka a efufu yi melontho-r). owa so anak 
yi kayok-ar). 

O Sanpa: Ko mat] ko di-a? Kiner) I yema mem efufu yi ma lontho-ar). 

Sheku: owa miner) ti gbasi anak yi ka yoka-arj. 
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Steward: Beki-i? 

Saopa: A-erj-psbe-e bar so ethan, momo-K>. 

Sheku: Ti sotho ba anak yi kayoka-ao 

Steward: I bot egbathi-i? 

Sheku: A-9r|...,owa beki thOT). 



PART II 

Sampa: Mbo thasa mi ba amer^* 

Sheku: Kali ma. efufu ebothi-i? 

Sampa: eba-e tai, efufu efino, cwa a sekK. ta ba-e kegbeiigbe 
kegbathi. . 

Sheku: Mixis so I bothar aaiak, asaka abothi ante tham 8 lol-i? 

Sampas owa, mm mm obothi, I bother rji, kere I po namra. 

Sheku: Mine so I po namra, ta kons. 

Sampa: owa man kone* 



SOME USEFUL BOCPRESS IONS 



TEMNE 

1« Ador ra baki mi. 

2. An loko i]a kadi ampo bek* 

3» I bathar anak 

4« I po n$-'iara. 

5» Thasa mi a mere 

6. Tama ka kagbanth. . 

7< I tamtamnr. ka pa 

8. Kagbengbe ka bat). 



ENGLISH 

I am hungry* 
lt*0 time to eat. 
I like coomed rice* 
I am full. 
Pass me the ssLlt* 
Stand in a queue. 
I am thinking that < 
The pepper is hot. 
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VERB TENSES; VERB AKH PUTDRE 

A. OBJECTIVES t 

1. learning the forms to express past and future time 
with Temne verbs* 

2. Initial exploration of verb tense usage in the past. 

B. EgPIANATION 

The sense of past time in Temne is often expressed 
by the present perfect which translates- in English as 
"have bought", "have worked", "have seen" etc. .In Temne 
this is expressed by putting ?o before the verb. 

EXAMPLES 

Present 

1. I di - I eat 

2. 0 wai - He buys 

3. Sa fof - We speak 



Past 

I po di - I have eaten 

0 po wai - He haa bou^t 

Se po fof - We have spoken 



0. EXPIANATION 

The simple past takes the same form as the present 
tense* Sometimes these are subtle variations in tone but 
this can be learnt only by frequent rxsage. The context also 
makes it clear whether a form is past or present. 

1. I di dis - I ate yesterday. 

2. 0 wai kebep - He bought a spoon. 

3. Sefof owoni - We spoke for a long time. 

D. To form the negative, the particle - (ye) or (s) after 
a consonant, is added to the verb. 

E.g. 1. I di dis - I ate yesterday. 

2. I diye dis - I did not eat yesterday. 

3. I wai kebap - I bought an axe. 

^ 4. I waiye kebap - I did not buy an axe. 
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Translate the following into Temne» 



1# You have come* 

2# We have seen* 

3# He has walked-: 

4* I saw the iran# 

5# He did not see the elephants 

6# They went to the house* 

?• I did not tuy the axe# 



E* EXPLANATION 

The future tense in Temne is foraed by the particle 
t9 before the verb* 



Present 



Future 



1* 



di 

0 ko - 

0 tara - 

At) der - 



I eat 
He goes 
He knows 
2hey come 



I tadi 
0 teko 
0 tatara 
At) tader 



I will eat# 
will go* 
He will ki^ow* 
They will come* 



The future marker ta is inserted between the noun and 
the verb# 

The negative form of the future is similar to that for 
present/past forms. The ta is dropped from the verb and the 
negative particle added© 



!• I tadi 
2. 0 tako 



I will eat 
He will go# 



Negative 

I diye 

0 koye - 



I will not eat# 
He will not go# 
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lOOATIOW, TIME* MAJWER 

OBJECTIVE ; 

Expand sentences to include "where", "when", and "how" 
something happened* 

EXPLANATION 

Teone has a locative prefix ro. The exact meaning 
depends upon the verb and the context of the idea being 
communicated. It could translate as to, from , into , out 
of, on , bj; or at. 

The interrogative word for asking about location or 
place is reke#..e? where? 

E.g. " Reke o ko-e? - Where did he go? 

0 ko ropet — He went to town. 

Reke ar) wure? - Where do you come from? 

1 wur ro Amerika - I come from America. 
Reke o yie? - rnere is he/she? 

0 yi ro seth - HVshe is in the house. 

ro can stand by itself to mean "over there". 

1. Reke o koe? Besponae 

(a) 0 ko ro - He vmt over there 

(b) 0 yira ro - He is seatea over 

there. 

EjgPLANATION 

The locative no is used as the opposite of ro. 

1* ■ 0 yi ro seth - He is in the hoxise. 

2« 0 yi no seth He is (here) in the house. 

3* 0 yi ro - He is over there. 

4. 0 yi no - He is over hero. 

5. obai 0 der no - The chief comes here. 

yira sits 
di eats 
dira sleeps 

^7 
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The expression of tinae can include a wide range* 

1# (frequency) o dei? a loko oloko - He comes everytime 

are ore 
win win 



It 



2# (time of day) 



(time referenc;^) 



pares ok 
bath 
deyat) 
rof oi 
tatak 

thonoT) 
njjiar) 



« 
tt 
ft 



If 



everyday 



ft 

n 
ft 
ft 
ft 



once on a 
while 

a day break 
in the morning 
in the A/noon 
in the evening 
late at night 

today 
toffiorrow 



E. EXPLANATION 



Another group of S'^ntence expressions are concerned 
with,»»how^ something is done or happens. These are adverbs 
of manner and answer the questions tOrv>#e? How? in Tezsne* 



E.g* To ofof e? 

of of kethegbe 
fino 

lemp lemp 
orantha, 
othan 
0 gbathi 
katkat 



How did he speak? 

He spoke slowly 
well 
fast 
softly 
a little 
a lot 

frequently 



EXERCISES 

Translate into English • 

1# 0 der no win win# 

2.0 1 yema kone ninat) doyat). 

3* Sa kc ro kor pares ok^ 

4* olangba okoth rafoi kathegbe* 

5* orank o di ogbathi are ore# 

6# opisko oko ropet katkat # 
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OBJECTIVES ; 

1# Descriptive copulatives: describing things in three 
basic tenses* 

2. "There is/are" expressions* 



B. EXPLANATION 

The copulative is expressed in Temne by using special 
pronouns before the noun as in the examples belovir: 



miT) udoktha 
muT) udoktha 

kOT) " 

sa adoktha - 
na " 

The negative forms are: 

I ye udoktha 
OT) ye udoktha 

se " adoktha 

ne a " - 

at) " " 



I aiu a doctor 
You are a doctor 
He/she is a doctor 
We are doctors 
You are doctors 
They are doctors 



I am not a doctor 
You are not a doctor 
He/she is not a doctor 
We are not doctors 
You are not doctors 
They are not doctors 



C. 



EXP LANATION 



These copulative pronoun can be preceeded by their 



emphatic forms* 

miner), mir; udoktha 

immor), mut) udoktha 

konon, kor^ udoktha 

saT), sa adoktha 

naT)f na adoktha 

D^Dt X)^ adoktha 



Mep I am a doctor 
YoUf you are a doctor 
Himt "^e is a doctor 
USf we are doctors 
You/ you are doctors 
Them, they are doctors 
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The same emphatic prono\ms can also precede the 
negative forms* 

m^n£r),> I ye udoktha - Me, I am not a doctor 

etc* 

These emphatic forms can also be used by themselves* 

Eci* kens fofe? who spoke miner) - It is me* 

kene dere? who came? konor) - It is him* 

kene gbasi who took the 

kabepe? spoon? munoT} - It's you* 

The past copulative is foimed by using the subject 
pronouni plus the form "la yi^* was » used to be before the 
noun* 

0 la yi udoktha - I waB a doctor* 
or) la yi udoktha - You were a doctor 

0 la yi udoktha - He/she was a doctor 

etc* 

The negative is fomed by adding the negative particle 
-je to la* 

1 laye yi udoktha - I was not a doctor* 
sa laye yi adoktha - We were not doctors* 

etc* 



E# EXERCISES 

Cliange t^e statement to the past form of the copulative* 

1* mir)i upi8ko* 

2* konor), ^ot} *^tita* 

3» sa at it * 

4* olangba kor) xikapintha 

5» ar)feth r)a akerande 

Go over them once morei this time changing the 
statements into negatives in (a) Present (b) Past* 
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F. EXPLANAO? ION 

The futiire copulative construction uses ti & yi instead 
of le & yi of the past. 



1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 



1. I ti yi udotfcha 

2. 8T) ti yi udoktha 
3« So ti yi adoktba 
4. At) ti yi adoktha 



I will be a doctor. 
He will be a doctor. 
We will be doctors. 
They will be doctors. 



In the negative, bays keyi replaces ti yi . 



I bays keyi udoktha 
at) bays keyi udoktha 
0 bp.ye keyi udoktha 
Se bays keyi adoktha 
Ne bays keyi adoktha 
At) bays k9yi adoktha 



I will not be a doctor. 
You will not be a doctor. 
He will not be a doctor. 
We will not be a doctor. 
You will not be a doctor. 
They will not be a doctor. 



G. The general expression of location •♦there is/are" 

is expressed by ri/re. If the object referred to is near, 
re is used; if far, then ri is used. 

1. Utita re - There is a teacher (here) 
Utita ri - There is a teacher (there) 

P. EXERCISES 

Answer the following questions. 

1. otita oyi ri-i? Hko, o yi ri. 

Is the teacher there? Yes, he is there. 



a) 


kebap 


ri-i? 


b) 


0 ko 


ri-i? 


c) 


raoes 


rei? 


d) 


tebep 


rei? 


e) 


at) pisko ar) yi rei? 
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GRAtmiAR NOTES IV 
IMPERATIVES f REQUESTS 

A. OBJECTIVE. 8 

1» Making impera'iiive demands* 

B. EXPLANATION ; 

There is no change in the form of the verb for 
singular imperatives. 



kali 1 




look S 


wai I 




buy 1 


tela 1 




listen 1 


ko 1 




go I 


di 1 




eat t 


mun 1 




drink 1 


SOT) 1 




givo t 


ghasi t 




take I 


der I 




come I 



The negative imperative singular is formed by putting te 
before the verbo 

te keli J - donH lookl 

te wai 8 - don't buy S 

te tel I - don't listen I 

te ko I ' - don't go etc. 

The plural imperative is formed by adding nu to the verb 

kali nu 

wai nu 

tel nu 

ko nu 

di nu 

In the plural negative, the nu comes before the verb and 

they are both preceded by the negative particle te. 

te nu kali te nu ko 

te nu wai te nu di 



gj^^ te nu tel cj^ 
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C. 



E X PLAN AT ION 



If an object is added to the imperative then it 
comes after the noun* 



kali arjbuk 
kali r)i 
wai rames 
wai rl 
ko ropet 
ko ri 
mun anant 
mun ma, 



look at the hook 
look at it 
bu^' the egg 
biiy it 

go to the town 
go there 
drink the water 
drink it 



If an objeot is added to the plural imperatival then 
it comes after the m if it is a noun. 

3.00k "at the house 
buy the egg 
go to the town 



kali nu arjseth 
wai nu ernes - 
ko nu ropet - 



If the object is a pronoun, then the pronoun comes 
between the verb and the na plural iiarker* 

look at it (the hotjse) 



kali r)i nu 
wai yi nu 
ko ri nu 



buy them (the eggs) 
go there (to the town) 



EXBRCISES 
Translate the following sentences into Teranex 

a) Don't buy it (the axe) t 

b) Take them (the ^ranges) I 
o) Give him the axe^ 8 

d) Give me the lamp I 

e) 3}on«t take them (the shoes) t 

f ) Listen to the teacher 

g) Listen to him. 
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.QPAITOIOIIES AND COMPARISONS 

A. OBJECTIVES 

learning to express qiiantities and comparisona in 
Temne to include: 

1. one/some, a certain, another, all, anything, 
nothing. 

2. many/much, few/R little. 

3. er than** and superatives. 

B. E)CPLANATION 

The idea of one is expressed hy -in. preceded "by 
*-'he relevant concord element. 

aseth r)in - one house 
kebap kin - one axe 
rames rin - one egg 

"a certain" is expressed by -loin with the concord element, 

aseth alom - a certain house/ another house 
kabap kalom - a certain/another axe 
ramr-s ralom - a certain/another egg 

NOTE: the following expressions 

molo min - together, eqiial, simultaneous 
tai tin - the same thing 
rim rin - unity 

**all" is expressed by be 

eseth be - all the houses 

tabap be - all the axes 

eseth be e lei - »ul the houses got burnt 

tabap be tadine - all the axes are missing 
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When be is used with the negative, then it means "at all" 

0 diye be - he did not eat at all. 
89 koye be - we did not go at all» 

"nothing/anything" is expressed by koko with a negative, 
verb* 

1 baye koko - I have nothing. 

0 tele koko - He hears nothing 

"everything" is expressed by koko be . 

1 ba kokobe - I have everything. 

0 wai kokobe - He buys everything. 
Sa di kokobe - We eat everything. 

"Many/much" are expressed by 'gbathi^ preceded by the 
relevant concord prefix. 

eseth egbathi - Many Louses 

Kom kagbathi ~ Much rain 

Mant magbathi - Much water 

Tabap tagbathi - Many axes 

Napol negbathi - Ht^ ropes 

Pew/little are expressed by - •than* preceded by the concord 
prefix. 

eseth Ethan - Pew houses 
Mant mathan - A little water 
Auak athan - A littlo rice 
Tabap t athan - Pew Tsces 

Examples of Use 

1 ba eseth egbathi - I have many houses. 
I nank afam athan - I see a few people. 
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E* EXPLANATION 

The comparison of things is usually accomplished with 
the word 'thas* meaning "to surpass", "to exceed"?! "to 
excel" • 

1# olangba uboli othasi obcra# 

The man is taller than the woman^ 

2« Kabap kabana kethasi ar)boka» 

The axe is bigger than the matchet^ 

3* Rapol relol rathasi rapompo# 

The irope is smaller than the thread • 



GltAWUJR NOTES II 



A. OBJECTIVE: 



To use the conditionals 'bepi' if, 'harj' until, 
•thas* unless. 
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Be EXPLANATION 

•bepi» introduces an »if» claus-^ with e rttached to 
the end of the donditional clause • 



Bepi 0 dere, ti nank ko# 

Ti kang mu bepi I nank koe# 

I gbaliye ko bepi I bays 
akala-e« 

Bepi I ba akala-e ti bomu 



"until" is expressed by 'barjr 



If he comes, I will see hixx. 

1 will tell yoii if I see him# 

I ;;M1 not be able to go 
ix 1 don't have money 

If I have money, I will 2 and 
you# 



Ti thekes harj I tara kathemns 

I will learn until I understand Temne# 



I hat) I namra 
0 f of hat) pe bak ko 



I ate until I was full# 

He spoke until he was tired. 



"unlese*^ is expressed by •thas'^^ 

I koy£ thas o der - I will not go unless he comes • 

St) diy£ thas sopo'o - We will not eat unless we 

^ ^ f inisht 



EXEROISES 

1. If you buy this, I will come. 

2* If you see oranges* buy them* 

3» If the teacher is late, wait for him. 

4» I waited until I was tired. 

5* We talked \mtil we slept. 

6. I will agree if you pay me. 

7. I will not agree unless you pay mo. 



ADDITIONAL 


VOCABDLAHY 


TEMNE 


EN&LISH 


AnTggl SIDOIZI 


1x18 Tfoinsxi 








ZLL qrXH**AX CIA** 








•spoons 


Ador 


Hunger 


Amant 


Water 


efat 


Pots 


Makuso 


Pire'-stonos 


Apala 


Hiee 


Kagbuko 


Local spoon 


enruna 


Potato 


Anpepe 


Calabash 


Asdka 


Sauce 


ofei 


It's hot 


Eagbemgbe 


Pepper 


Apdla pdfutha 


Par boiled rice 


Apala pegbeeeT) 


White rice 



LESSON SIX 
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ASKINS FOR DIRECTIONS TO DIFFERENT PLACES AJTO PEOPLE 

NARRATION 

Eapr-at) o yema ko ro kor ka Pa Kanray. o yif Bai-arj 
to ma tat) ka ko rokor ka Pa Kanray. Bai-atj ko tori ko aa 
tar) ma be ri-e. Eapr-at) ko tarjane mo ma Bai-at) o tori 
ko-e, ko bep Pa Kaoray-aT) o teworT)k ro kor koT). 

VOCABULARY 

kcr «» farm 

tarjaas - follow 

tar) - iray 

T3©P - find 

Bai - J 

Eapr 1 names (male) 

Pa Kanray - ) 

ro kor korj - on his farm 



DIALOGUE 

Kapr: Bai, rake akor ka Pa Kanray ke yi no-e? 
Bai: Ko yi der oboli othan. 
Kapr: Pa ba-ye apa. 

Bai: Tarjane a rot) are tolorj, kei] peski ka ka rnero. 

Be T) ko bar), r) te bep sot) te sakane, ke t) peski 
lea ka diyb. Ea thas at) tharon gb£t» akor kon 
k© yi ka kata ke diyo kaani. 

Kapr: Homo yo, I kone. 

Bai: lyo. 



DRILLS 

(a) a de - this one 

no yet) - -t-here (this place) 

0 we yet) - this/this person 

peski - tura (branch off) 

deke/reke? - where? 
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(b) a dari - that one 

do yer) - th«re/oTer there 

owo yer) - that person 

(c) kor ka-a? - what is that? 
deke-a/reke-e? - where? 

u reke-e? - who/which? 
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SUBSTITUTION I 

TEAOHER'S ODE JRAIHEB'S RESPONSE 

(a) Deke at) Post ofis ar)-7i-a? 

makit 

aeth na obai 
ghslo 

(b) T) te do at) Post ofis ar) yi-i? 

makit 
skul 

0 flow*:- mi o 
o kaa kama o 

(c) Heke ma tar) ka ko ka obai-e? 

ro bathe ? 
ro kor»e? 
ro napakl-e ? 
ro Sumbuya^ ? 

SUBSTITUTION II 
TEA CHER'S CUE TRAINEE'S RESPONSE 

(a) a T)e a rje 

im 

nan die 
ne thonon 

yen 
lorn 

(b) a rje no di kama -^9 
Q do daren 

ERJC ka kata ke diyo 



SOME USEFUL EXPRESSIONS 



93/ 



1« Tar)az^ a ror) a re 

2* Sor)-t8-8a3:Bne -> 

3. Kal ka amero - 

4* Ea thas antharon gbet - 

5» Eal ka andiyo - 

6* Kone tolor) 

?• Kali T)i/yl/r)aAo - 

8. Lafthe ka amero/andiyo- 

9» Ar) yi ro darer) 

10. oboli ri 

11 • Tori mi rokor - 

12. Tori mi akor ka Pa Eanray 



?ollow this road. 
Cross roads 
Go left 

Just (immediately after crossing 
over the bridge . 

Go right 

Go straight 

Iiook at it/theuv'iiim. 

Turn left/right. 

They are (there) behind. 

It»s far off 

Show me the way to the farm. 
Show me Pa Ejanray's texm* 



P R OVESBS 



1. Mare mabothi kakarons - 



A good beginning makes a 
good ending. 
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A bana aloli ansim rasek 
(ripe banana) (breaks) a tooth) 

The unexpected has happened. 

An ror) mo tape ro yenki 

(The devil) (when it starts) (the devil's •home') 

Charity begins at home 
SOME OTHER USEFUL EmESSIONS 



1. Pa Bai-E apa 

2. owa gbo 

3» Koer) r) gbapsa mi-e? 

4* Te lasa amera 

5» Antoko ofiane 

6. Mamp ko yemi mant 

7. Man ko mm ansatha bie 

8. Kon tela mu no-a? 
9« Vfur no sath kami 

10. r) baye ma; ap 

11. Anfeth an sor)e su afere 
12'. Te sompa rja lOO 
13* Ti ko pot rau ka obai 



No problem/It doesn't matter. 
Never mind. 

Why are you buying/pasting me? 

Don*t be discouraged 

The chicken did not die of its 
own accord. 

Please get me some water. 

Lets go drink some Star Beer. 

Who called you here? 

Get out of my house. 

You are not ashamed of yourself. 

The children are a problem. 

Leave them alone. 

I am going to lodge your complain 
to tht ohitT* 



I 
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GRAMMAR NOTES 

VERBAL SUFFIXES 

Sxiff ixes play a very important part in modifying! rever- 
sing or adding to the meaning of verts, and in making adjectives 
into verbs. 

I. SIMPLE SPFFECBS 
1. a (or na) (a). denotes that a preposition is understood. 

E.g. fi - to. die 

0 fia dor - he died of hunger 
yo — to do 

yona mi ti - do it for me 
(h) denotes continuous action 

r 

E.g. fith - blind 

0 fitha - he is growing blind 
bi - dark 

pa bia - it is getting dark 

2« i denotes reverse action 

E.g. sunt - to cork up 

sunti - to uncork 

kantha - to shut 

kanthi - to open 

ar (i) denotes that a preposition is understood and 
that the action of the verb is intensified. 

E.g. fof - to speak 

f ofer - to reason with 

thola - to beg 

tholor - to beg from 

(ii) converts adjectives into transitive verbs. 

E.g. Iss - "bad 

lasar - to spo jtOl 



3. 
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as or s (i) denotes repeated or intensive action 

E.g. pai - to jrunp 

pais - to jump about 

mun - to drink 

inuns - to drink much 

(ii) converts adjectives into i^ransitive verbs. 

E.g. fith - blind 

fithos - to make blind 
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II. COMPOUND SUFFIXES 

Compound siffixes can be made by using two or more 
of the above suffixes together. 

1. a plus ne denotes spontaneous action. 

E.g. fi - to die 

fiane - to die of one's own accord 

2. ar plus ne denotes action for or towards oneself. 

E.g. fof - to speak 

f of smE - to reason with oneself 

3. as plus ne denotes action for or towards oneself. 

E.g. sotho - to get, obtain 

sothasne (sothne) - to get an idea of, to suspect. 

4. ane may be added after any other suffix, where the sense 
permits, to denote reflexive action. 

E.g. pank - foolish 

pankas - to fool, deceive 

5. ath denotes repeated action. 

E.g. yif - to ask 

yifeth - to question 

dif - to kill 

dif ath - to massacre 1^2 
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6. ne denotes reflexte action. 

E.g. dif - to kill 

difne - to kill oaself 

serja - to swear (someone) 

serjane - to swGtar oneself, take an oath 

yifethane - to question each other (repeatedly) 

pemkesans. - to fool one. another 

7. a may be addod to other suffixes to denote that a 
preposition is understood. 

E»g. lessra - to spoil for 

The above are only examples of the use of verbal suffi- 
xes and do not constitute a complete list either of their 
meanings or of their possible combinations. A complete list 
would be almost impossible since there is a tendency for the 
precise meaning of a suffix to vary slightly according to the 
verb it is used with, and secondly because TEMNE speakers 
appear to invent suffix verbs as necessary. 
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TRAVELLIN& BY LQHRY ^ PART I 

NARRATION 

Sallu-ar) o yema kc Hokulano o ko ro pak tek gbasi 
alori# Sallu-ar) o yif odreba amolo ma ram# o dreba ky 
kane ko kapa elion yarar)# Sallu-ar) ko osola ta ka ram 
ankala^ Mapthasre, arj aprentis ka an toak a kothe kon 
ka anlori^ Eapa an por)-o, ka anbias an tep# 



VOCABULARY 



1 • Rokulan 

2< gbasi 

3» odreba 

4« osola 

5 • bias 

6* karam 

7# kane 

8# amolo 

9« aprentis 

10# Sallu 

1 1 • Kapa 

12# poT) 

13* bak 

14« kothe 

15* anlori 

16# ro pak 

17* mapthasre 

18* tap 

19* pa 



A town about 30 miles North of Makeni - 
(Northern Province) 

to board a vehicle (gbasi olso means to take)# 

driver 

he accepts (agrees) 
journey 
to pay 
to tell 

fare (amount, cost) 

driver ^3 mate 

nafae of a person (male) 

as soon as, immediately 

finish 

to load 

load/iuggage 

vehicle 

lorry park 

after that 

to begin 

to say 
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Salln: 


Reke aalori arje 
ko-a? 


mar) - 


Where is this lorry going 
to? 


Driver ? 


At) ko Rokulani ' 
ko-i? 


BT} yema 


•I. u O ^\Ja^.iQf uu XLUXLtLJ.<^XJL • JJ\J 

you want to go? 


Sallu: 


T)ko, minsao Rokulan 
r£ms ko« 




Driver: 


owa mar) de kone 
amu r]er]e« 


anlori 


0#K# lets go this is the 
vehicle you are looking for# 


Sallu: 


Molo ma ram-a? 




What is the fare? 


Driver: 


An gbatb~e, elion 
yaroT) gbo. 


It's not muchf just two 
leone8# 


Sallu: 


owaf thetlie man 


tei-a? 


0#K» when are you leaving? 


Driver: 


I to tei kake* 
De yira no di# 




I'll leave just now# 

Come occupy the front seat# 




SUBSTITUTION DRILL I 


TEACHER »S CUE 




TRAINEE'S RESPONSE 


An yema ko ro Bo 




An yema ko ro Bo 




Kfijnakwie 








Makeni 






Se 


Sefadu 
Blama 




Se yema ko ro Sefadu 


0 


Sumbuya 

Bumban 

Binkolo 




0 yema ko ro Suyhuya 


I 


Yonibana 

Ma;pakie 

Makarie 

Kon 

Kankr 




I yema ko ro Yonibana 
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SUBSJITUglON DRILL II 

TEACHERS S ODE !PRAINEE^S RESPONSE 

Reke olangba mo ko-a? Reke olangta mo ko-a? 

gatu 
othem 

N^mama 

Adama 

obai 

Heke an Lori mat) ko-a? Reke an lori mat) ko-a? 

anfam 
anfeth 

Hiomas-an deyi Solomon^-an 



QUESTION AND AI^SWER DRILL 



!• An onda mu-a? 
2 An yi royar)# 
2. Ka thenke-a? 
Ko yiri ro setli# 

3* An kabile mu-a? 
An yi ro America* 

4« An lori-Q? 

An yi ro ratha ro» 

5» An ba-a? 

An yi ro kom ro* 

6« Asuma-a? 

Te yi ka otliela* 



Where is your Honda? 

It»s over there* 

Where is the pen? 

It»s (there) in the house • 

Where is your family? 
They are in America. 

Where is the lorry (vehicle)? 
It is dovm there • 

Where is the bar? 
It^s up there • 

V/here are the clothes? 

They are in the Tailor^s shop. 



TRANSORMTION 
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I bother owathbera owe# 
I bothar anfethabera aT)e# 

2# I bother oborko ov7ot)# 
I bother anboko ar^ax}. 

3» I bother ant en owe* 
I bother mat en a r)aT)# 
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I like this woman* 
I like this woman* 

I like that woman* 
I like those women* 

I like this dog* 
I like those dogs* 



4» oyathlci kami owe# 
Anyathki rjami aT)e# 

5* I bothere okarmoko kami 
owe* 

I bothare arikarmoko rjami 

6* Se yema anyari owe* 
Se yema eyari aT)e# 
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This (my) friend* 
These (lay) frier.iSo 

I don^t like this (my) teacher. 

I don't like these* (my) teachers. 

We like 1;hip cat. 
We like these cats. 



GRAMMAR NOTES 
PREPOSITIONS 

1# SIMPLE PREPOSITIONS 

PreposD.tions are far less numerous in Temne than they 
are in English. 

The simple prepositions are: 



ka - of, from, in, on, at, to 

ta - for 

ra - with 

ro (do) - to, at (*ro» invariably becomes •do* after 

•n*, »T)« and after or before 'r'. 
yi - with, by 



NOTE 1 : The meaning of »ka» is usually obvious ^om the 
context, but where an exact meaning is necessary one of the 
compound prepositions can be used. 

2# »ro» is used mainly v/ith place names, when it has the 
nature of a prefix and a preposition. 

E.g. ro Masongbo - to/at Masongbo. 

•ro* is also used idiomatically with a few nouns, and when 
thic happens the noun loses a separable prefix but not an 
inseparable one, for example: 

ro ta ka mi - in my hand (separable) 

ro seth - in the house (separable) 

ro thof - in or imder the ground (separable) 

Q ro maat - in the water (inseparable) 
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COMPOUND PREPOSITIONS 

The compound prepositions are all compotmds of ka, ta^ 
ra and ro« 



kadarer) - 

rodarar) - 

kadi ka - 

rodi ka ^ 
kadi ka 

^ kawur ka - 

kawur ro - 

kator; ka - 

roratha ka - 
ka###roratha ^ 

rokom ka - 

ma» • •rokom - 

rokor ka - 
ka# • .rokor 

ka(ro)###rayer 

sella ta 



after, behind 
tt 

before, in fronu of 
tl 

from 
tl 

from (with place names) 
between, among 
under 

under (e#g# kar) sar doratha - 
under the stone) 

on, from 

" " (e#go kat) seth rokom - 
on the roof) 

in, inside 
" " (e#g* ka akuma rokor « 



inside the box)# 



near 



for the sake of , in connection with, 
according to* 



NOTE: rodaran , rodi , roratha , rokom , rokor are adverbs meaning 
behind , underneath , on top , inside respectively. They are 
converted into prepositions by adding just as in English 
the adverb »on top» is converted into a preposition by adding 
•of 



THE PREPOSITIONS •FOR' WITH PERSONAL PRONOUNS 

•For' followed by personal pronouns always has an idiomatic 

form for which there seems to be no logical graimnatical 
explanation; 

ta tami - for me 

ta tamu ^ " you 

ta tor) - bim 

ta tasu ~ ••us 

ta tanu - •• you (plO 

ta taT)ar) - •J f]^^^ 
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THEME ; tml ya an Manika 
(Madingo Slasic) 




f 
V 



MO 
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TRAVELLING BT LORRY - PART II 

NARRATION 

Anbias T)a Rokolan an po tap» kere ra taya ra azilori re 
po puta* odreba o kane azif dm man thor-e kan aprcntis an wura 
rataya* Han ampo sinkar rataya pid;a<-e> odrcba ko okane anfam 
kama baka. Wuni-o vmni ko obaka^ kan kone* 



V 0 C A B U L A R Y 



1» 


thor 


mm 


get (climb) dowi 


2o 


puta 




to punture (to get burst) 


3« 


gbeble 




break down 


4. 


Tjata 


mm 


to lift 


5» 


magbunklo gbunk^Lo 


(kalop) - pot holes/bumps 


6o 


baka 




to board a vehicle 


7- 


gbep 




to climb 


8, 


anyak 




jack 


9- 


pat 




to patch 


10. 


pat pat 




many patches 


11. 


wura 




take out (pull out) 


12. 


sinkar 




change 


13. 


kurr 




old 


14. 


wuni-o wuni 




everybody 



DIALOGUE 
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TEMNE 

Driver: Rataya ra po puta 

Thor nu kama ss sin- 
kar ri. 

Passs Ko put ri-a? 

Driver: Eel ar'on*feima rja put ri. 
Aron gber) ra las owa 
£kalop ethaaar. 

"SoBBi Mbo tei euf kali rata- 
ya gbet) ra yi ra thei 

Driver; Aprentis, thora anyak 
deyi espana lemp; kama 
T) sinkar ra taya. 



ENGLISH 

The tyre is punctured. 
Please alights so that we 
can change it. 

What punctured it (tyro)? 

OhI it's a nail. 

The road is bad and there 

are a lot of gallops. 

Get away, look? the tyre 
itself is worn out. 

Arprentice, bring the jack 
and the spanners (^uickly^ 
and change the tyre* 

111 
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Apprentice: I po sinlcar ri« 

Driver: owa wuni-o-wuni to 
baka ka mas kone. 

Paess ^ Tas te so gbegbe-e. 

Driver: okuru ota mar su thor) 

hat) se bek kayeiak moder. 



I have changed it. 

O.K« please board the vehicle 
so that we can go. 

Let»s don't get another 
break down. 

I think God will help ns 
arrive safely. 



NOTE: The Instructor is advised to develop hisA©!" subs- 
titution drills to facilitate the thorough understanding 
of the above Dialogue. 



1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 

9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 



SOKE USEFUL EXPRESSIONS AND VOCABULARY 



sinkar rataya 
arontima rja yet) 
I te-e 

aron gberj ra las 
roT) da/ra las 
thasar 
mbo 

rataya ra thei 

thanap 

thora 

lemp 

har) 

0 ta mar su 
mar 

kayenk mader 



change the tyre 
it»s a nail 
I don't know 

even the road (the road itself) 
it's a bad road 
too much 

form of an address to an equal 

the tyre is v/om out (old) 

smooth 

put down 

quickly (quick) 

until 

he will help us. 
help 

to be safe (safely) 



TRAVELLING BY LORRY - ANOTHER SITUATION 
(PART III ) 

NARRATION 

Anlori am po bek Rokulan. Basie-arj ka athora a kothe 
kon, ko oram odreba. o kal so yif odreba kama otori ko ro 
anseth rja oedmasta an yi-e. odreba ko o kane ko k& pa anseth 
an yi ka anmisiri rayer. 
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SOME USEFUL EXPRESSIONS MP VOOABUIAHY 



1. 


eyet 


things (belongings) 


2. 


akothe - 


luggage 


3. 


anmisiri - 


mosque 


4. 


ka anmisiri da/ra 


yer - near the mosque 


5. 


ra/da yer - 


near 


6. 


tlior nu 


(you pl#) come down 


7. 


owaa - 


alright 


8. 


0 tai2k 0 baki mi 


- I^m cold 


9. 


0 baki mi - 


I'm tired 


10. 


I yema fothane - 


I want to rest 


• 1 • 


I yema fothane othan - I want to take a nap« 


12. 


oyeri so kake - 


he is not there now (again) 


13. 


0 po tei ri - 


he has left there 




korie mi anf am amu 


- say hi to your people (on 
behalf) 




korie mi orani kamu - greet yoiir wife (flor me) 


16^ 


ankabile rau-a? - 


where is your family? 




WOT) ro kor - 


get inside 




gbepa atxama - 


load the boxes 


19* 


S9k othan - 


move a little bit 


20. 


gbasi akothe kama 


- pick up your luggage 


2n 


ko kane ko - 


go tell him/her 




olangba owor) o wont - IDhat man is ay brother 


23 • 


I po sinker rataya 


- I have replaced the tyre 



TIMES OP THE WEEK 



thonoT) 

ninar) 

dis 

sodis 

resokor) 



today 

tomorrow 

yesterday 

the day before yesterday 
the day after tomorrow 
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1 0 


aiiKoinp ^ pi • eicoDip ; — 


palm tree(s) 




axiKuT ^pl« eKUt ; — 


Bunoh of oil palm fruits 




icaoel (pi. tabel) 


oil palm fruit(e) 


jk 

4» 


IcagDara (tagbara) 


oil palm ke3?nel(s) 




anronko eronko 


palm frond(s) 




kaorunk 


terminal bud of palm tree 


7. 


amaro ^ 


palm oil 


8. 


ethenk 


roots 


9. 


maber (makomp) 


wine (palm wine) 


10. 


egbalo 


brooms 


11. 


rap on <^ 


palm cabbage 




SUBSTITUTION 


DRILL 



OIL PALM PRODUCE (gyet masotho ka ankoiO'^e) 

TEACHER >S CUE TRAINEE RESPONSE 

Se sotho amaro kawur ka anlcomp Se sotho amaro kawur ka ankomp 
maber (makomp 
ggbelo 
malanko 
tagbara 
napol 
masoi 
rayiqn 

MORE VOCABULARY 

malanko - palm kernel oil 

napol - ropes 

masoi « soap 
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VERBS 



1. 


Ka gbep 


— to ClUTiD 


2. 


Ka ton 


to CXXDk 


3. 


Ka pat 


to boil 


4. 


r 

Ka poli 


to harvest oil palm fruits 


5. 


Ka Y^si. 


to rencve the fibre 


6. 


Ka tass 


to renove the spikelets from the 




palm bunch 


7. 


Ka b>li 


to rencfve the palm fruits f ran the 




spiJcelets 


8. 


Ka kupi 


to renK3ve the palm cabbage 


9. 


Ka fcir 


to tap the palm wine 


10. 


(note ^tir 


the palm wine tapper) 


11. 


Ka s-'th^ 


to get 



EXERCISE 

construct as many simple sentences as you can using the above 
and vocabulary. 
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LESSON KUjE 

THE PEACE CORPS VOLUjra?EER TALKS TO THE 
PARAMOUNT CHIEP 

NARRATION 

Bill-ar), o ?isko ufo, yi oyathki kor) Rahman-at), at) ko 
kori obai kande, o war) ro pet ro ober-e. Ar) bep ri arjgboli 
r)a anthof, Pa Kapr-arjy Pa Santigie-ar), Pa Lamin-ar), Pa Eom- 
rabai-ar), Pa Rok-ar) de ;yi obai ka kapet. 



VOCABULARY AND USEFUL EXPRESSIONS 



1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

5. 
6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 
13, 
14. 

15. 
16. 

17. 
18. 

19. 
20. 



obai kande 
ar)gboli 

I de mar anf am -» 
r)a anthof arje 

ka bsf ta pot) — 

0 bone mi tak 
tal ti. 

momo ka re mar su - 

tar an larar) « 

0 bone mi tak 
tara mu 

ko nde yo ka - 
anthof ar)e~a? 

ko mapanth ma 
r)de yo-a? 

kori obai 

ko83r) me yoyi~a? 

1 yema nank obai - 
kande. 

to ma kori obai-a? • 

sar) yama sr) yo 

antamtamne a te - 
I kane mtu? 

tha r)sane ka kori - 
obai. 



new 

paramount chief 
chief dom heads 

7. have come to help the people of 
this chiefdom. 

swamp cxiltivation 

I am happy to hear about that 

Thaoks for coming to help us 

for two years 

Am glad to know you. 

What have you come to do in this 
country? 

what work have you come to do. 

greet the chief 

why should I do it. 

I want to see the paramount chief 

- How should one greet the chief? 
This is how we do it# 
You remember what I told you? 

You have to stoop to greet the 
chief. 



yikis anf em a baki - respect the elders 



te kori obai deyi 
kamero. 



don't greet the chief with the 
left hand. 
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NOTE: The Instructor is advised to develop a situation dialogue 
to suit the person using the above vocabulary and useful expres- 
sions. Additional vocabulary shoxad be introduced by the ins- 
tructor to substitute the vocabulary already supplied above • 



LESSON TEN 
TAI3CING TO THE PAMILY 
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NARRATION 

R9 foi din-i, Jim-ar) o bo fofane o them ba anseth ro 
0 ber-e. Ka o yif ko amolo a bera yi a feth o ba-e. o them 
ko pa 0 ba abera tamath yi a feth kagba-ar). Jim-ar) ko kal kayif 
ye: o baf, o thila ethila ethok, o kal so thila ma komp. Map 
thas ri-e o ta thila pala palom ta ka wai a re an kabile r)or) 
ro skul-e, owa bepi othem yi ka bor kor) gbo r)a yi ro seth-e? 
0 them ko gbaki ka pa an feth r)or)-o, an rani r)or)-o, an rani r)or)-o, 
0 ninkara kor).o, o ya kor)-o, yi ra kom ror) tho bee r)a yi ro seth. 

V 0 0 A B U L A R Y 



1. 


ber 


put up with (lodge) 


2. 


bera 


- wife 


3. 


ba 


- to have (in possession) 


4. 


fil 


to feed 


5. 


gbaki 


reply/respond/answer 


6. 


thila 


- sell 


7. 


palom 


- some 


8. 


bot 


put 


9. 


ra kom ror) 


- his family 


10. 


bee 


- all 


11. 


ye pay i 


it»3 so/that's true 


12. 


wai 


buy 



Jim: 
Pa: 
Jim: 
Pa: 

Jim: 



DIALOSUE 
Molo abera yi afeth aba-a? 
I ba abera tamath de yi afeth kagba-ar). 
To man tar) ma fil r)a-a7 

I baf, I thila e thok, I kal ber. I ti thila so pla 
palom ta ka wais eyet elom ro seth. 
At) feth a mu ata ko ro skul-i? 
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Pa: Yepayi, tamath rja mako ro skul, a tof ot-tamath rjam mar 
mi ro kor» 

JimJ Molo af am mi dira no seth ka mu-a? 

Pa: At) f eth ami bee an dira der okin, yi an rane mi*-o yi 
afem ami alom so. 

Jim: Mo-a reke-a? 

Pa: o ninkara kami, oya kamifowotmi - bera ubaki de yi 
o wosar kami-ar). 

Jim: owa obaki mi thonorji I yema dira. Sat nirjkane bath» 

Pa: Pa bae apa. Eanka andira a heri# 

QUESTIONS 

1 • Reke Jim-ar) o ber-a? 

2. Molo abera yi afath. othem o ba*-a? 

3* Molo a fath ma ko ro skul-a? 

4* To othem mo yo ka fil a kabile kor)-a? 

5» Kane r)ar) ma dira ro seth-a? 





USEFUL 


EXPRESSIONS 


1. 


Kan« SEiline-a? 


Whom do you depend on? 


2. 


I to ber 


I "tap (palm wine) 


3* 


No soth no re ber 


I live in this house 


4. 


No pet no re yi 


I live in this town 


5. 


Ko asaline-a? 


What do you depend on? 




SCHOOL 


SITUATION 


1. 


owath owe o ba inisma 


a f ino This child is well behaved 


2. 


0 rusmae 


He/she is not well behaved 


3. 


0 we u naf al 


He is a problem 


4. 


Mun gbrf ane 


You are stubborn 


5- 


0 gbasie amar) 


He does not take advice 


6. 


owath 0 we u noko 


The child is filthy 


7. 


at) r)e a thamro 


They are waywards 


8. 


nbothr ka tim 


You like to fight 


9t 


0 gbali f of 


He is a talkative 
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10. 


0 wan ka rau u yem 


Your child is a liar 


11. 


0 bote rabomp ror) ka ka 
karat) 


He has poor academic perfor- 
niance 


12. 


0 Dothr K9 wol 


nc IS ooo pxayiux 


13- 


an gboth ka der no slail 


Txiey come xaxe oo scxioox 


14« 


Ret*-o-ret 


jBveryaay or every otner ctay 


15- 


kat-kat 


Frequently 


16. 


win-win 


Q',ace on a while 


17. 


gbare-gbare 


Torn compxexexy 


18. 


0 dusac 


bxie cio es no 0 pxai u ner iiair 


20 • 


0 buko-e 


lie OLoes noo Daone 


21. 


0 santhie anfon r)or) 


He does not conib his hair 


22. 


ma santok mot) boli 


Eis/hier finger nails are long 


23. 


wop elons 


Pay attention 


24. 


Wur ro kan 


Get outside 


25. 


0 wo pore no skul 


He is not serious about his 
school work« 
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PICTORIAI CUE 

THEILB ; Hla to apala 
(Milling rice) 



LESSON ELEVEN 
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REPUSINS (fITS AND INVITATIONS POLITELY 



SITUATIONS 



REQUEST/INVITATION 



1 • Man de di-o 

Come to chop 



2» MbOf I yema nko kori mi - 
Priendp I would like you to 
visit me 4^ 



3^ Wan I gbeter mu antoko - 
Friendf receive this chicken 
as- a gift* 

4» Sanif de gbasi asta bia - 
Sanif come have a pint of 
beer* 

5» opisko ye mi ankala - 
Peace Corps give me some 
money* 



POLITE NEGATIVE RESPONSE 

1* Momo-o> I po namra* 
Thank you, I^m full* 

lyo momo-o, .''ere I tha die 
son - Thanks, but I donH 
feel like eating now* 

2* Ee, 0 bjne mi nar) tak ko, 
kere I bae afere^ I ba k© 
ko abias - I would have like 
to go, but there is no chance, 
I have to travel* 

I yenke - I^m sick (I canH go) 
A katak kami ka bat) - }fy foot 
hurts (I can't come)* 

3« Ya momo-o I kar thon ka der 
lorn - Thank you Efema, but 
I'll accept it some other time* 

4* Momo-o, kere pa foe mi sun 
thonoT), I yenke - Thank, but 
I am not well, I can't take 
a drink today* 

I yema na ye mu, kere I ba-e 
ankala I would have liked 
to give you but I don't have 
money • 
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It I po di kake - I have just eaten* 

2# Tia mi anane - Pardon me. 

3* Ear tho aloko alom - Wait another time. 

4* I kar ras othan - I^ll wait a while. 

5* Ear thon ninar) « Wait xmtil tomorrow. 

SOME TEMRE SONGS 

Ma Let) me Jhemn£ 

1 . Kapr-^an 

(a) Kapr-ar|-o an lapra mar ko nane rar komane -to teT)«i? 

Cho/ Eapr-arj-oo an lapra mar ko « 

(b) Eapr-aT) gber)— gberj an lapra mar ko nane dar rawolane; 
te teT)-i? 

2. Sbenle M^ber 

Gbenle m*ber-e Aa kotho Alie kom Yone ba~e (twice) 
Cho/ Gbenle mbere, gbenle mbere. 



3* KANU 

(a) At) feth a-^^emne ko-a tara ba-a ka di e kondo karj tara 
gbo miner). 

Cho/ KBnu«ye-kanu, Ar) yemaT)«kanu-ye kanu 

I ye kama der-o. Oya ko at) tara ba miner). 
Kanu-ye-kanu, Ar) yemar)-kanu ye kanu. 

(b) At) feth a meni ko-a tara ba^e? 

Ka di ka gbem-o kar) tara gbo miner). 

(c) Ar) feth a limba ko-a tara ba-e 

ka ber ma ber-o kar) tara gbo-miner). 

(d) Ar) feth a fola ko tara ba~e? 

Ka di a peni-o kar) tara gbo-o miner). 

(e) /.T) feth a kario ko tara ba-e? 
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4. iCa Yenk Theke 

Cho/ Ka yenk theke ka Ispso 

All mi -ner) ka te ba akala 
Ea yenk theke ke lapso. 

(a) A miner) me te ba akala I naye wuni ma fatar mi 
A miner) me te ba raka I naye wuni an mar mi. 

Mar) yira noru mbaye raka-e o wuni ka rau o nak-e rau 

(b) A miner) me te ba kaxa mba-e wuni ma na kamu. 
A miner) me te ba kara mba-e wuni ma sothe mi 

mr} yira no ru mbaye raha wuni ka ran o fata-e nitt. 



5. Ean An Wula 

Cho/ Ear) wula-e kar) wula-e mi'tie sono-o (Repeat twice) 
Eee-da ru ra kake be mba-e 
Kara m»ba-e kas mpo gbo tie sono-o 
Ber) kom-ye-8 no ru-e 
E-ya - ye mtiye son-o ka wule-e-e-e 
Repeat (Kar) wula, kar) wula e kar) wula f am-ami-nu I ti-e son- 
twice (0-0 ka wule-e-e-e 

E-e-e da ru ra ka ke mba-e 
Kara mba-e kas mpo gbo tie 
Sono-o; Bee kom-ye no ru-e 
E e ya ye ma tine son-o 
Kar) wula - e-e-e 



ERIC 



IPG 



120/ 



6. esek Yan Antheba 
0-K) da res 

e sek yat) anthaba mo wor) ke yi kel 
O-^o da res 

Ah ya-a anthara mar) te mz gbeijane mbo 
0-0 da res, ko er)l e sek yat) anthaba 
Mo WOT) k9 wura yi kel da rese 
Solo ka m\an-o» 

Kamua kam dif mu thankaijf kajnun«-c 

Solo bai-e hamu-o etc (include any name) 

a) Sorie-e katnun ka dif rau thankai] 

b) 0 - Berti w « u n » 

c) 0 - Tom - e " " " ^ 





S L A K 


G S 




1. 


Tar) koth 




Pass it aroxmd 


2. 


Tar) bend 




Pass it to me 


3. 


Ta marane 




Let^s help each other 


4. 


Ta wapane 




Let's unite 


5. 


Sakoma 




We are related 


6. 


Ar) vmth 




Idiomatic expression 


7. 


Kuru ke sunthrau 




Unexpected expectations 


8. 


Kethegbe-kethegbe- 
kasotho 




Slow but sure 


9. 


Eeli esek ye thaba 




Look at yo\ir dirty teeth 


10. 


Bo ta tei su 




Leave us alone 


11. 


ArboHna-m-e 




Idiomatic expression 


12. 


Sabano 




This is our land 


13. 


Sayino 




We live here 


14. 


Sakorano 


mm 


We ovm here 


15. 


Koma f of-a 




What are you saying? 


16. 


olangba 




Common name for male equals 


17. 


Subri 




Early morning 


18. 


Bot ki no 




Put it here 



er|c 



DOS AND DON'TS 



1 



Don'ts ; 

1. Mar) fofane-e wuni baki mo ukos niu. 

Don»t talk to an elder as if he is your equal. 

2. Te gbak aT)es r\a ovmni baki - 

Don»t call an elder by his/her first name. 

3. Te smok do der ka obai - 

Don't smoke in front of the chief. 

4» Te kori wuni-o-wuni yi kata kamero - 

Don't greet (shake hands) aiiyone with your left hand 

5* Te dia kata kamero - 

Don't eat witi-* ?rour left hand. 

6. Te noi raka-o-raka yi kata kamero - 

Don't receive anything with your left hand. 

?• Te mumpai ra radi - Don't smell food. 

8. Te kr.re atoi r|a wuni - 

Don't interfere with anybody's secret society. 

9» Te som wan ka wuni ka te tori anfam 13013 - 

Don't send on errand anybody's child without informing 
the parents. 

10. Te gbasi amumpai i3e ukarfi-o~karfi bepi anyifane wuni-o 

Don't take the shorts (pictures) of any devil without 
asking for permission 

11. Te SOT) wuni raka yi kata kemero - 

Don't give anything to someone with your left hand. 

Pes ; 

1. obai ka kori tha ©nsane - 

You have to bend to greet the chief. 

2. Te wuni-o-wuni owe bek komu. ya/pa. 

3» Yikis anbaki amu - Respect your elders 

4» Be andi yi afam abaki-ei wop kabasa yi kata kemero - 

Whenever you eat with elders 1 support the dish with your 
left hand. 

1^8 
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Kk oTHELA - AO) 7HE TAILOR SHOP 



VOCABULARY AND USEFUL EXPRESSIONS 



1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

7. 
8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 

12. 

13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 

17. 
18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 

25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 



ruma - 
emonti - 
eyankra - 
kotha - 
kefol 

rapel - 
I yema nde setha mi 
Re sotha mi eyankra 
arjgboTjgbOT) 
bot egboT)gbOT)-yanle 
yerer) do di 
yerer) do darar) - 
sotha mi ruma - 
der I de thunk rau - 
thora yi othan 
data yi ka anbonth - 
yo yi eyongbla othan 
entai'a soth emonti-i? 
molo me ram-a? 
aloko me re bar) yi~a? - 
yo I tap rau ras a tu lion 
de bar) yi ka nyuma - 
I ta kara arje tie-a? - 
molo ka soth a ruma-«,? - 



shirt 
shorts 
trousers 
cloth 
gown 

shirt (a kind of easy wear) 

- I want you to sew for me 

- sew me a pair of trousers 
the pitieket 

- put foTir pockets 
two in front 
two at the back 
sew a shirt for me 
let me take your measurement 
put them down a bit 
put them up to the nawal 
- slaken them a bit 

- do you know how to sew shorts 
how much would I pay 

- when shall I come for them? 
- let me deposit two leones 

come and collect them on Friday 
I will bring the balance 



r 



ka f ol ake ka lol thorj 
a ruma ra theber) 
eyankra eye e gbut thorj 
ma lonk maboli - 
aoth ki ka boli - 



how much does it cost to sew a 
shirt? 

this gown is very small 

the shirt is tight 

this trousers is short 

long sleaves 

sew it long 
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G L 0 S S A R Y 



ar]i amy an 
anbera 
ambera 
ader 



ba (v) 
o-bai (pi. am-bai) 
bamp 
bana 

ka-bap (pi. ta-bap) 
bap 
baper 
bar) 
berja 
bepi 
bempa 
bat 
boya 
ber) 
bath 
bala 
bar) 
bum 
bal 

bentne 
ma-ber 

bi 
am-bil 
am-boi 

bone 

ma-bor)o 
m-bothar 



B 



they 
women 
the women 
body 



have, own 

chief 

bird 

big 

axe 

meet 

present 

hurt, 30VCC 

rope 

if 

make 
hold 

give away 
agree 
morning 
marry 
bring 
scare 
drive 
withhold 
palm wine 
black, dark 
boat, canoe 
boy, servant 

please, gladden (e.g. pe bor^ mi) 
it gladdens me, I am glad 

gold 
love 
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D 

der come 
di eat 
dif - kill 
dirniE - be lost 
dis yesterday- 
dor - hianger 
dc - and 

- plait, coil 

din - one 

dim - voice 

ka-dare - the door 



fai 
fal 
arj-fam 
fi 
fi 

fith 

fof 

fumpo 

f entha 

fisa 

fatar 

fant 

fat 

fitha 

fil 

fil 



kill by cutting the throat, "butchor 

fly 

people 

die 

dead 

blind 

speak 

fall dovm 

lie down 

better 

near 

bed 

pot 

throw away 

feed 

swing 
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gbasi 

gbaki 

gbaski 

gbashe 

gbathi 

gbampa 

gbo 



take 
answer 

differentiate 

different 

plenty 

put together 
only 
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ar)-gbor 
ar)-gbonko 
ta gboyo 
gbalo 
gbut 
gbali 
gbath 
gbak 
gbip 
e-gbith 
gbantha 
gbothi 
gbek 
gbali 
gbar)ki 
gbepe 

hat) 
he 

hali 
hake 



ka 

ka, k and okabi 

kabilca 

kadarer) ka 

kadika 

kake 

kal 

kane 
kane 
kantha 




padlock 

forest 

millet 

- broom 
short 

- line I put in order 

- lick 

- scrub 

- choosUi/ get hold of 
dr^^gs 

slap I hit 

- pinch 
cut 

- aW-G 

- reduce, substract 

- leave 

H 

- for a long time, until 

- not 

not at all 

- sin 

I 
K 

- of, from, in, at, to 

- blacksmith 

- from 

- behind, after 

- in front of 

- now 

- return, also auxiliary verb 

expressing repeated action 

tell, report 

- who 

- shut 

JI34 
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K 



kanthi - open 

o-kapra - hunter 

kapra — himt 

kar - wait 

o-kas — father 

katoT)ka - between, among 

o-kai - thief 

Iceia - steal 

kere - "but 

ko? - what, how? 

ko - go 

ko ~ him 

koET)? - why? 

kono - he (disjuctive form) 

kor ~ farm 

koth - walk 

aT)-kui - alligator 

kuma — hox 



la 
lane 
ma-lap 
Ispso 
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lei 

lemre 

let) 

leT)a 
ka-lim 

lit) 

loma 

lam 
aT)«lonk 
ma-lontho 
ka-lop 



be in the habit of 
believe 

shsmi^ 

auxiliary verb expressing the 
idea of "cost»» 

bad, UQlj 

heavy 

orange 

eing 

tail 

neck 

pull 

fish (with a hook) 

fish (with a net) 

ami 

okra 

fish 
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lol - " small 

lom - somet other 

ka-lome sheep 

lom — count 

lom - talk 



M 



•mS n 

maf mef mof m 

mant 

marif man, mam 

maro 

mi 

mo 

molo 

molo-^? 

motha 

ma 

mm 

mrnio 



•n,m» 

o-na 

nant 

nar) 

nank 

na 
an-nes 

nesa 
an-nsne 

nia 

nu 



N 



you (singular) (suhject) 

when 

water 

let us (e#g# mat) kone; let us go) 

palm oil 

mu 

like 

prize, amount 

how much, how njany? 

auxiliary verb expressing the 
idea "first" 

you (singular (object) 

drink 

you (disjuctive) 

you (singular (subject) 

cow 

fire 

adverb denoting past tense 
see 

you (plural) (subject) 

spider 

fear 

cockroach 

you (plural) (disjuctive) 
you (plural) (object) 
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T)a 

XiBB 

gof 



them (object), they (disjuctire) 
name 



- moon, mouth 
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0 
0 



or 
he 



pa 
am-pa 

pai 

pala 

pare 

penk 
ha-pet 

P0> pOT) 

put 
pim 
pensa 



say 

matter, palaver 

Oiimp 

rice 

forget 

foolish, crassy 
tovm 

finished (also used to form perfect 
and pluperfect tenses) 

burst 
pluck 

deny, refuse 



R 



ra 
ka-ra 

ram 
o-rani 
o-rank 
ar)-rei 
aT)-reka 

reke 
ka-ren 

ri 

rim 

ro 

rodaror)«ka 
rodika 
rokorka 
rokom ka 
roratha ka 



with 

branch 

pay 

wife 

elephant 

day 

paper, letter 

which, whero 

yeai* 

there 

voice 

to, at, in 

after, behind 

in front of 

inside 

upon 

xrnder 



ERLC 



0a 

salata 



be in the habit of 

137 - for the sake of, in connection 
with, according to 
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sent 
aT)-seth 
o-sem 

seT)a 

86r)anc 

sar) 

sap 

sim 
o-sip 
aT)-soi 
ma-sol 

3om 
ta-sor 

sok 

SOT) 

aT)-sop 
sotho 
su 

aT)H3U 

sunta 
sunt 
sunti 
santak 



sand 
house 

animal > ineat 
swear (someone) 

swear oneself (ie to take an oath) 
we 

beat, flos 

cut down, destroy 

leopard 

hoarse 

soap 

send 

guinea com 

down (used impersonally eog* pe sekt 
it dawns, pa sok mi, I understand) 

give 

pig (wild) 
get, obtain 
us 

ring 
cork 
cork-up 
uncork 
finger nail 



ta 
ka-ta 
tar) 
tara 

tak, take 

tal 

tap 

te 

tela 

tha 

tha 
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for 
hand 
follow 
know 

to, in order to 
hear, imderstand 
begin 

do not (with imperitive) 
call 

let (eg# tha oko, let him go) 

more .(^^d with adjectives to form 
the comparative )• 



T 

tha - not 

thila - sell 

thola - beg 

an-thof - cliiefdoni^ country gromd 

o-tik - stranger 

ma-tir - blood 

an-toko - fowl 

tori - tell 

totoko - first 

W 

wai ' - buy 

wir - goat 

wer - rat 

wop - catchy holdf arrest 

WOT) - enter » put on (clothes) 

woT)i - sharp 

o-wuni - person 

wur - get outf come from 

Y 

re-yem - lie 

yema - want^ likei love 

ma-yentha - bennis eed 

yi - be 

yi - with 

yif - ask 

yo - do 
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